
Application for a permit to install a 
submarine cable in Australian waters 
 
 

The ACMA has published a Guide to Applying for a Submarine Cable Installation Permit which contains information about 

how to apply for a permit including an explanation of terminology that is used in this application form. Applicants for a 

submarine cable installation permit are advised to refer to the Guide when completing this form. 

A licensed carrier may apply to the ACMA for a permit to install a submarine cable in Australian waters.  

All international submarine cables that are connected to a place in Australia require an installation permit. A domestic 

submarine cable requires a permit if it is to be installed within a declared submarine cable protection zone. Installing a 

submarine cable without an installation permit granted by the ACMA is an offence under Division 5 of Schedule 3A to the 

Telecommunications Act 1997. 

Important information 

Carrier representatives are advised to contact the Networks Section of the ACMA by telephone on (03) 9963 6800 to 

discuss a new cable proposal early in the planning phase of the project. This will enable ACMA staff to provide relevant 

advice about the permit process and check whether the proposed cable route is in conflict with routes already permitted by 

the ACMA. If required, the ACMA will provide the contact details of other permitted cable proponents in the vicinity of a 

new cable proposal to enable liaison in relation to the cable route. 

Permit charges 

An application for a submarine cable installation permit must be accompanied by payment of the relevant charge per cable 

and the consultancy deposit (if applicable). Applicants should refer to the Guide to Applying for a Submarine Cable 

Installation Permit to determine the amount of charge payable. Contact ACMA staff to request an invoice by telephone on 

(03) 9963 6800 or by email at subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au before lodging a permit application. 

Consultation and information 

In accordance with clause 55A of Schedule 3A to the Act, the ACMA will provide a copy of each application for a 

submarine cable installation permit to the Secretary of the Attorney-General’s Department. 

Applicants are requested to provide any information they consider may be relevant to consideration of their application. 

The ACMA may also request additional information about a proposed installation. 

If an applicant becomes aware of a change of circumstances relating to the information set out in the application, the 

applicant must notify the ACMA of the change as soon as practicable. 

Part A: Type of permit 

Applicants should refer to the Guide to Applying for a Submarine Cable Installation Permit for information about the type of 

permit required. Please tick a box below to indicate the type of submarine cable installation permit that you are applying 

for.  

☐ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of one or more submarine cables in a protection zone 

☒ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of a single international submarine cable in both: a protection 

zone and Australian waters that are not in a protection zone and that are not coastal waters of a State or the Northern 

Territory 

☐ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of two or more international submarine cables in both a 

protection zone and Australian waters that are not in a protection zone and that are not coastal waters of a State or the 

Northern Territory 



☐ A non-protection zone installation permit to authorise installation of one or more international submarine cables(s) in 

Australian waters that are not in a protection zone and that are not coastal waters of a State or the Northern Territory 

Part B: Applicant details 

Australian Company Number (ACN) or Australian Registered Business Number (ARBN) of the applicant 

 ACN 094 147 403 

Registered business name of the applicant 

Nextgen Networks Pty Limited 

Trading name of the applicant 

 

Is the applicant: 

☐ the sole owner or operator of the cable? 

☐ a joint owner or operator of the cable (provide details below)? 

☐ installing the cable on behalf of another person (provide details below including the identity of the other person)? 

☒ other (provide details below)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registered address of the applicant 

 

Postal address of the applicant 

 

Contact name of the applicant representative 

 

Contact details of the applicant representative (telephone, mobile and email) 

 

Part C: Required information (Please provide this information in a separate submission marked ‘Part C’) 

1. Provide the following information about the proposed route(s), in Australian waters, of the submarine cable(s) 

specified in the application: 

 the geographic coordinates/geodetic data; 

 an electronic ESRI ArcGIS Shapefile (.shp); 

 location of the beach manhole and cable landing station; and 



 An A3 or A4 desktop or hydrographic survey of the proposed submarine cable route. 

2. Details about the ownership and control of the submarine cable(s) specified in the application. Please refer to the 

Guide to Applying for a Submarine Cable Installation Permit for information about the meaning of ‘control’ for the 

purpose of this information request. 

3. Provide the scheduled commencement and completion dates for installation of the cable. 

4. Provide information about the relevant technical and economic aspects of the installation. 

(Technical aspects may include but are not limited to: the name of party installing the cable; responsibility for maintenance and 

repair; design capacity of proposed installation; proposed method of installation, including depth and burial; any action taken to 

minimise damage to the cable; cable crossing agreements and compliance with International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC) 

guidelines). 

5. Describe how the installation of the proposed cable meets the objective facilitating the supply of efficient, modern and 

cost-effective carriage services to the public. 

6. Provide a brief summary of the status of regulatory approvals from relevant Commonwealth bodies that are required 

to install the cable. 

7. If relevant, provide information about the co-location of the submarine cable or cables with one or more other 

submarine cables. 

(Co-location information may include but is not limited to information about agreements with other cable operators on installation, 

repair and maintenance and crossings). 

8. Provide any additional information that may be relevant to the ACMA’s consideration of the application. 

Part D: Conditions applicable to the installation of submarine cables in Australian waters 

A submarine cable installation permit is subject to conditions that are set out in Schedule 3A to the Telecommunications 

Act 1997. Further information about the conditions that apply to permits is set out in the Guide to Applying for a Submarine 

Cable Installation Permit. 

Carriers are requested to tick boxes A to E below to acknowledge that they have read and are aware of the following 
requirements: 

☒ The carrier must ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to ensure that the installation causes as little detriment and 

inconvenience, and as little damage, as practicable. 

☒ The carrier must ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to: 

(a) act in accordance with good engineering practice; and 

(b) protect the safety if persons and property; and 

(c) protect the environment. 

☒ The carrier must ensure that installation is done in accordance with any standard that: 

(a) relates to installation; and 

(a) is recognised by the ACMA for use in the telecommunications industry; and 

(b) is likely to reduce a risk to the safety of the public if the carrier complies with the standard. 

☒ The carrier must ensure that the installation is done in a manner that is consistent with Australia’s obligations under a 

listed international agreement that is relevant to the installation. 

☒ The carrier must ensure that the installation complies with any conditions that are specified in the regulations. 

Part E: Carrier Declaration 

I declare that: 

(a) The applicant is a licensed carrier within the meaning of the Telecommunications Act 1997; and 

(b) The applicant is not disqualified within the meaning of section 58 of the Telecommunications Act 1997; and 






