
Comment on the Proposed Change to Amateur Licensing System

While all Amateurs are concerned with the lack of support for the reduction of interference 
protection  that has occurred over the last 20 years (a steady increase in the many non-EMC 
compliant devices entering into and operating in Australia, and the increasing intrusion of 
other services particularly military ones into the Amateur bands) it is understood this trend will
continue under the new arrangements as they do not address this increasing problem.
The significant increases in interfering noise must be effecting all all radiocommunication 
services not just Amateurs.

Two parts of the new  Amateur arrangements are of concern to me.

Exams and Costs
In the parts of the new Examination arrangements there is not sufficient clarity over fees.

The Radiocommunication (Charges) Determination is a separate public consultation running 
concurrently with the Amateur Radio Class License one.



While the consultation paper has some about costs there is some ambiguity about Exam costs.



The total zero charge approach for Accredited Assessors is in direct contrast the the 
Radiocommunication (Charges) Determination 2022 draft line where the ACMA has listed 
$490  for conducting an examination for a Certificate of Proficiency for an Amateur Standard 
or Advanced license.

While it is easy to understand the ACMA not wanting Accredited Assessors to charge this sort 
of fee, what system of charges the ACMA will apply to the Accredited Assessors (if any) is not
clear.
In addition the requirement to to hire a hall, Community Room or similar to hold exams 
(where an Accredited Assessor is not able to use a Radio Club facility for free), may add 
considerable cost to any Accredited Assessors.
Half a day hire may exceed $100 and could be an unreasonable burden on Accredited 
Assessors. This may deter some from conducting assessments.
Some way of passing on some of any such costs to the Examinees needs to be worked out!
I look forward to the Accredited Assessors Guidelines being formalised.
Hopefully they will not contain a $490 fee per exam and some provision to allow Accredited 
Assessors some cost recovery !



Electromagnetic Radiation Safety
The Draft Class License includes provision for assessing safety using the ARPANSA Standard.
How this is to apply is ambiguous.

For low risk stations (noting that most Amateur stations have multiple transmitters in one 
station) it seems only an assessment of safety in the far field is required. Except for high gain 
antennas this is pretty simple, however does inaccessible to the public mean there must be 
exclusion from the near field zone.
For an 80 metre dipole that would mean 40 metres around the antenna (and any other radiating
parts e.g. the wire fed of an antenna matched in the station).
Obviously for most stations the appended ACA document from 2005 would suggest much 
smaller distances could apply.
Then there is the assessment for multiple stations or high risk stations.



These suggest that for both high risk stations and a couple where both have station licenses at 
the same address then the full near field assessment of ARPANSA needs to be applied.

When the then ACA produced the first RLCD applying these sort of rules to the Amateur 
stations many Amateurs did not have much of a background to easily assess the rules. There 
were some online and other calculators produced and the ACA developed the appended guide.
Recently the FCC in the USA has also extended the application of these type of assessments.



In the USA, the Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL is a much larger (and consequently 
better funded ) organisation and quickly information and guidelines have been published for 
the USA Amateurs.



And the ARRL has also produced an online calculator for those wanting to assess their stations
before the date that evaluations have to be completed in the USA. 
http://www.arrl.org/rf-exposure-calculator

Has compliance wit the new Australian Amateur Class License become more costly and 
complicated ?
Question:-
Will the low risk, high risk and multiple co-sited stations be able to use the distances 
indicated in the appended ACA “HUMAN EXPOSURE TO EMR: ASSESSMENT OF 
AMATEUR RADIO STATIONS FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ACA REQUIREMENTS” 
(2005 or perhaps a more recent edition?) to calculate the distances the public must 
be excluded from radiating antennas?


