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Media statement
Diverse Link given $5m penalty by Federal Court for breaches of the Interactive Gambling Act 
The ACMA has welcomed the Federal Court penalty judgment in its case against Diverse Link Pty Ltd (Diverse Link). 
The Federal Court imposed a pecuniary penalty of $5 million for contraventions of the Interactive Gambling Act 2001 (IGA).  
In April 2022 the ACMA commenced civil penalty proceedings against Diverse Link alleging it provided online poker services, which are a type of gambling service prohibited under the IGA. 
On 23 March 2023, Justice Thomas gave default judgment against Diverse Link, declaring that between 15 March 2021 and 13 April 2022, Diverse Link provided a prohibited interactive gambling service. Diverse Link was one of four respondents to the proceedings, which are ongoing.
[bookmark: _Hlk141097547]In issuing his judgment on penalty, the judge took into account ‘the loss and damage suffered because of the contravention in the form of general detriment and damage suffered by the community due to the impact of exposing Australians to unregulated and illegal interactive gambling activities which can lead to consequences associated with problem gambling.’
The judgment marks the first time the Federal Court has ordered a civil penalty in relation to contraventions of the IGA.
The ACMA is responsible for enforcing prohibitions against the provision or advertising of illegal interactive gambling services in Australia.
For the contraventions, the maximum penalty payable by an individual is up to $1.665 million per contravention and $8.325 million for companies.
As the proceedings against the three remaining respondents are ongoing, the ACMA will not be providing any further comment at this time.
The judgment is available here.
Media release
Page 1 of 2

OFFICIAL Sensitive


OFFICIAL

ACMA
media release
xx/2018OFFICIAL

Page 2 of 2

image1.emf



Australian
Communications
and Media Authority



www.acma.gov.au











image2.png
Australian

@acm a Communications

and Media Authority

Australian Government




