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BACKGROUND

This research was conducted by We Are Social, the world’s largest social specialist agency network,
with offices in 13 countries, including Australia. We were appointed by the Australian Communications
and Media Authority (ACMA) following a tender on the Australian Government's Digital Marketplace.

We Are Social has extensive knowledge of social listening, trends identification and culture tracking.
The agency has been providing research services for over 10 years and has experience working with
Australian Government agencies including conducting a social media audit into violent extremism
online in Australia for the Attorney General’s office.

The purpose of the research was to examine the volume and spread of false and harmful narratives on
social media in Australia and provide insights into how these narratives are amplified.

This research was conducted to inform a report to the government on the voluntary Australian Code of
Practice on Disinformation and Misinformation. This report is to include an examination into the
current state of mis- and disinformation in Australia.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report uses real-world examples to demonstrate how false and harmful narratives are being
spread via a range of social media platforms in Australia. The report discusses the origins,
amplification and impacts of three COVID-19 related misinformation narratives: anti-lockdown
(including QAnon), anti-vaccine and anti-5G.

Key themes and issues identified

Narratives are highly influenced by global actors

Transnational influencers are the source and strength of misinformation narratives. People who share
misinformation on social media feel part of, and are influenced by, global movements including QAnon,
pro-Trump, health freedoms and safe technology.

Alternative social networks have become a safe harbour for conspiratorial communities

The increased scrutiny and pressure to remove misinformation by mainstream social platforms has
caused conspiratorial communities to migrate to unmoderated, more private social networks including
Telegram, Parler, MeWe and Gab.

Outrage drives engagement but other techniques build community

The idea of belonging to a group, sharing secret knowledge or solving a deeper mystery strengthens
the sense of community. Users see themselves as ‘free thinkers’ or ‘truth seekers’, who avoid
mainstream news and rely on their communities for alternative news.

The path to misinformation starts innocuously in unmoderated comment threads

Comment sections are often moderated by page authors rather than social platforms, leaving space for
misinformed conversations. Innocuous comments and dialogue can begin with general anti-institution
sentiment, and lead to misinformed ideas supported by false news and misleading information,
including links to conspiratorial websites and videos.

Local influencers fuel and amplify narratives

Conspiratorial communities revere and cheer on local influencers for taking a stand against
institutions, for supporting their beliefs and offering a safe space for misinformation. There are a small
number of Australians with a disproportionate influence over misinformation narratives, including
elected officials, celebrities, and social media influencers.

Narratives are weaponized with a mix of reframed authoritative mainstream news and alternative
news sources

Communities use authoritative mainstream news sources to reframe the news of the day to suit their
narratives. Alternative news is usually sourced from global websites and often espouses false and
misleading content.

Same people, different narratives

Followers of any one misinformation group have a tendency to believe in and align with multiple
populist misinformation narratives. COVID-19 conspiracies have united disparate groups of people with
very different primary concerns. At one end, the narratives attract the anti-authoritarian who sees
issues such as vaccines and 5G as part of an assault by big government on the freedom of individuals.
At the other, they appeal to the holistic health community, who are often allied with those distrustful of
Big pharma. This results in individuals often using multiple hashtags and themes in the same post
including 5G, anti-vaccine, anti-lockdown and QAnon.
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METHODOLOGY AND DATASET

The research was conducted by We Are Social, the world’s largest specialist social agency. We Are
Social has extensive knowledge of social listening, trends identification and cultural tracking. The
agency has been providing research services for 10 years and has extensive experience working with
Australian Government agencies including conducting a social media audit into violent extremism in
Australia for the Attorney-General of Australia.

The research was conducted between the 11th of April 2021 and the 12th of May 2021. The research
analysed a sample of Australian open-social conversations between April 2020 and March 2021, and
analysed a sample of Australian conspiracy-driven communities between May 2020 and April 2021.
The project used a mix of quantitative and qualitative methodologies.

Key stages of the research process

Preliminary audit to identify key misinformation narratives for analysis

Identification of misinformation keywords and accounts using social media monitoring tools
Creation of lists and keyword queries for each narrative

Data collection of conversations for analysis

Filtration of conversations accounts to remove content and accounts that do not meet criteria
Conversation immersion and insight extraction into report

cakrwn -

Research approach

A preliminary audit was undertaken to identify three misinformation narratives for analysis. Narratives
were selected based on the perceived threat to the Australia public, the volume of conversation and the
recency or topicality of the narrative. The three initial narratives selected, in consultation with the
ACMA, included anti-vaccine, anti-5G, and anti-lockdown. The QAnon conspiracy was later identified as
a relevant additional area of examination, and due to overlapping areas of examination, was coupled
with the anti-lockdown narrative.

To identify the scale and drivers of the key narratives, an analysis of conversations was initially
conducted using a range of social media monitoring tools. Data sources included Crowdtangle (for
Facebook and Instagram), Buzzsumo (YouTube) and Brandwatch (for Twitter, Reddit and forums). For
platforms that cannot be accessed via monitoring tools, including Telegram and TikTok, a manual
analysis was used, drawing on platform mentions on other platforms (e.g. TikTok content posted on
Facebook).

A requirement for this project was that the misinformation needed to be Australian. Content was
classified as Australian using tool geographical filters, where available. For platforms where geo-filters
are not available (Instagram and Facebook groups), accounts were selected using keyword searches of
misinformation terms and the word ‘Australia’. Accounts mentioning both the relevant keywords and
Australia were then manually reviewed and selected based on visual cues and references relevant to
Australia.

To prepare the analysis, conversations were extracted using a combination of keyword queries and
manual analysis to ensure conversations met the criteria. Content from all platforms was then
standardised into a single database for volume analysis. Analysts then qualitatively analysed the
conversations to identify key themes and case studies. Case study candidates were selected using a
specific hashtag or trending phrase (e.g. #vaxxtruth), posts from a particular group or community
associated with misinformation or disinformation (e.g. Australians For Safe Technology), or a highly
viral piece of content appearing to contain misinformation or disinformation.
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The names of people on posts and comments have been anonymised to protect their privacy, excluding
public figures, including social media influencers with a large number of followers. Deleted posts were
accessible via social media monitoring tools, excluding deleted YouTube videos.

Examples of keywords

The below table provides examples of the types of misinformation keywords used to identify
conversations for analysis. A full list of keywords is provided at Appendix A.

ANTI-VACCINE 5G ANTI-LOCKDOWN AND QANON

- Variations of vaccines - anti-5G related (e.g. - Variations of
misspelling (e.g. v@cc!, stop5G, antiSG, No5G, anti-institutional response
v8ccine, vacks, vackseen) 5ghealtheffects, to COVID-19 (e.g.

5gisnotsafe, 5gkills, scamdemic, plandemic,
idonotconsentto5g conjob19,

- Vaccine agenda or conspiracyrealist,
anti-vaccine related (e.g. coronaisnotreal)
nomandatoryvaccines, - 5G keywords associated
novaccine, novax, with anti-5G protests (e.g.
rejectthevaccines, 5g protest, - Anti-lockdown related (e.g.
vaxxtruth) 5gglobalprotestday) lockdownkills,

stopthelockdown,
losethemask,

- Vaccine AND keywords - 5G AND keywords masksdontwork)
associated with associated with
misinformation (e.g. misinformation (e.g.
bombshell, uncensored, radiation, unsafe, kills, - QAnon related (e.g. ganon,
exposed, criminal, kills, cancer) aussieq, qaustralia, #q,
mental illness, sheeple, gdrops, ganonarmy,
medical coup) ganonaustralia, garmy,

wwg1wga, thegreatreset)

Filtering conversations for misinformation

Conversations were filtered, as much as possible, to limit conversations to those containing
misinformation or that were part of broader conspiratorial communities spreading misinformation
narratives. After a manual review of the sample, specific keywords, groups and accounts were
removed, such as in cases of seemingly genuine debate or political discussion, off-topic conversations,
benign content mentioning keywords, or general trolling of political leaders. Reputable news sources
were also removed as these were unlikely to be a source of misinformation and had a high volume of
general mentions.

A survey of 200 random posts was undertaken to understand how much objectively false content was
in the sample. Based on We Are Social analysis, the survey identified that 69% of the posts in the
sample were authored by conspiracy-driven individuals or groups. Broken down, 23% of sample posts
were deemed to explicitly contain misinformation, 26% were deemed to be from conspiracy-driven
groups or individuals sharing content designed to support misinformation narratives, and 20% were
deemed to be misinformation due to action taken by platforms to remove the posts or suspend the
accounts.
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The survey identified that 31% of the sample posts did not appear to be actively spreading
misinformation or participating in conspiracy-driven groups. This includes examples of parody, trolling,
use of certain keywords in other contexts, or engaging in debate on or expressing concerns about
issues without actively spreading false or misleading information. This result highlights some of the
difficulties of conducting social media research in this space.

As a consequence, quantitative results should be interpreted as directionally accurate with regards to
trends, but less accurate in terms of total volume, given the sample includes a portion of non-
conspiracy-driven content.

69% of sample posts

Conspiracy driven
Deemed to be conspiracy driven if a piece of content posted in an
account timeline was objectively false, in relation to selected narratives.

26% of sample posts
Conspiracy driven and not posting misinformation
- Sharing links to reputable media news stories e.g. 'Elderly
lady dies after vaccination’
- Reactions to comments in media e.g. Vaccine Passports

31% of sample posts
Not conspiracy driven and not
posting misinformation

- Protest marches e.g. #EndtheMelbourneLockdown - Individuals parodying
= Palitical trolling e.g. #SackDanAndrews conspiratorial thinking e.g.
= Questioning science e.g. ‘Is 59 safe?’ ‘loony QAnon types’
- QAnon hashtags e.g. #wwglwga - People expressing
- Using an anti-institution hashtag e.g. #Scamdemic legitimate concerns about
the vaccine
5 - People expressing
23% of sample posts concern about economic
Conspiracy driven and posting misinformation impacts of state lockdowns
- False news articles e.g. 5G causes COVID-19 - Using keywords in another
- Bombshell video shows virus hoax and that vaccines context e.g. ‘sheeple’
increases your chance of getting COVID-19 e.g. The - Political trolling
Plandemic by Dr Judy Mikovits #SackDanAndrews

- Mandatory vaccines e.g. Stop mandatory vaccines

20% of sample posts
Conspiracy driven and posted content
which was removed or account suspended

Community sample

To identify conspiracy-driven community-level insights on platforms where there was no geographical
filter, a list of 100 Facebook groups, 100 Facebook pages and 91 Instagram profiles were identified as
accounts that have posted objectively false content in the last 12 months. Accounts were identified
using the same keyword searches listed above. The full list is provided at Appendix B.

FACEBOOK GROUPS FACEBOOK PAGES INSTAGRAM PROFILE
Facebook groups are Pages are places on Facebook A profile is a place on Instagram
communities of shared interest. | where public figures, where users can share

Unlike Facebook pages, group organisations and nonprofits can information, such as their
members can post content on a interests, photos, and videos.

wall and interact through
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discussion threads. connect with their fans or Examples:

customers.
Examples:
Examples:
e Wake Up Australia australiansvstheagenda

W Australian National

% The Defenders Of Review -t thenewearth
i Conservatism »

i i Respect Australia Rally -

. Australian Climate Sceptics Gold Coast ﬂ unitylinkofficial

Group Australians against
- radical Religions and ’
R iy o "
= Australians for Safe corrupt politicians \, reignitedemocracyaustralia

SHE Technology -
She ain’t right

Omissions

All data analysed in this research is from public conversations on social media platforms, sourced
using social media monitoring tools and open-source intelligence techniques.

Content from private accounts, closed Facebook groups, messenger platforms (e.g. Facebook
Messenger, Snapchat, WhatsApp) and smaller, alternative social networks (e.g. Parler, Gab, MeWe) has
not been included due to privacy concerns and accessibility issues.

Content from Facebook groups and Instagram profiles that did not mention ‘Australia’ have also not
been included due to limitations filtering these conversations by geography.

Metrics glossary

Interactions Likes + comments + shares. Does not include Twitter comments.

Video views The number of times a video was watched for an aggregate of at least 3
seconds. Does not include Twitter video views for YouTube views on
Facebook.

Likes The number of likes and Facebook reactions (e.g. Angry, Haha).

Comments The number of comments. Does not include Twitter comments.

Shares The total number of content re-posts or re-shares. Instagram does not
include an option to re-share a post.

Potential The sum of followers (e.g. Person A posted once and had a follower count

impressions of 100, Person B posted twice and had a follower count of 50. Total
potential impressions = 200).
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MISINFORMATION / DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES

What are misinformation and disinformation?

Misinformation is false, misleading or deceptive information that is spread by ordinary users without
the intent to cause harm.

Disinformation refers to purposeful creation or spreading of false, misleading or deceptive information
to cause harm. Disinformation can be spread for profit or for political purposes. It is often spread or
amplified by networks of multiple social media accounts and automated systems called bots.
Platforms often refer to this as inauthentic behaviour.

As intent is difficult to ascertain, the line between disinformation and misinformation is often unclear.
Disinformation is often picked up by ordinary users who then share it through their own social media
channels. In this study we have focused on the online interactions between and content shared by
members of online communities and have not sought to identify bot activity. For these reasons, in this
report we use misinformation as an umbrella term to cover verifiably false, misleading or deceptive
information shared in online communities.

Three core narratives in Australia

This study identifies and maps three key narratives to help explore the spread of misinformation
amongst Australian users of major social media platforms. These include the mechanisms by which
misinformation is spread and amplified, as well as identifying key influencers of misinformation.

The three narratives that will be discussed in this report are anti-lockdown, anti-vaccine, and anti-5G.
After observing an overlap between the Australian support base, the anti-lockdown narrative was
expanded to include the QAnon conspiracy.

Of the three narratives (over the period examined) over a 12 month period, the highest volume of social
media mentions in Australia focussed on anti-lockdown and QAnon. However, the anti-vaccines
narrative received the highest level of interactions, driven by accounts with larger audiences, and
therefore delivering greater reach (i.e. potential impressions).

Volume of open social mentions and interactions by key narrative; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube,
and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021
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NARRATIVE MENTIONS = LIKES COMMENTS SHARES VIDEO VIEWS POTENTIAL

IMPRESSIONS
Anti-vaccine 31,054 2,285,973 593,180 555,796 5,271,078 460,145,705
QAnon 23,815 543,342 77,284 53,598 1,952,814 80,141,435
Anti-lockdown 14,088 1,271,841 230,670 211,442 2,549,454 114,557,378
Anti-5G 7,666 225,069 41,993 50,716 307,563 45,949 643
Grand total 76,623 4,326,225 943,127 871,552 10,080,909 700,794,161

Fig 1. Analysis includes the total sample of 76,623 conversations. Video views do not include YouTube videos posted on
Facebook. Potential impressions is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

Volume of narrative mentions

An analysis of the volume of conversation shows a shift in the narrative from anti-lockdown and QAnon
to anti-vaccines, likely driven by the recent rollout of and growing concerns about COVID-19
vaccinations in Australia. Anti-5G conversations have declined since the June protest peak.

The spikes in conversations have been driven by local protests, reactions to and speculation regarding
government policy, posts by influential public figures, and a stream of mostly negative news stories.

Volume of weekly mentions and interactions of key narratives; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube,
and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021

1. Protest marches in 3. Reactions to PM's 7. Freedom Day Melbourne protest 12. Millions March against vaccines. Ci
o L . i 13. Craig Kell lifi 1 f elderl
vaccinations, 5G mandatory as possible 9. Reactions to Alan Joyce wr:r;inirf:gi‘;; I:ff: :;Yc;n:ﬁ;;“
. i comments relating to travel and sekh : .
2. 5G protestin 4, Four Corners ‘The Truth i and highlights risks of blood clots a
£ 3 vaccination passports [
Mullumbimby about 5G 2 . i false HIV results
certificates. Craig Kelly views
5. QAnon in the news promotes Hydroxychloroquine 14. Reactions to Craig Kelly posts on
6. Vicorn Promirseskstp & Imermectn e
extend state of emergency 10. Pete Evans promotes 'no P ’
laws restrictions’ petition for those
2.5K QA refuse vaccination
non . A .
: i . US Capitol Hill riots and social
Anti-vaccine platforms ban Trump
2K Anti-5G
Anti-lockdown
© 15K
=
Q
5
Ly
= 1K
500
0

Apr2020 May 2020 Jun 2020 Jul 2020 Aug 2020 Sept2020 Oct2020 Nov2020 Dec2020 Jan2021 Feb2021 Mar 2021

Fig 2. Analysis includes the total sample of 76,623 conversations. Trend lines created using keyword queries.

The highest volume of social media mentions by platform in Australia overall was Twitter, driven by the
hyper-politicisation and conversational nature of the platform. However, Facebook and Instagram
received the highest level of interactions, driven by accounts with larger audiences, and the more
engaging nature of these platforms.
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Volume of mentions and interactions of key narratives by platform; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
YouTube, and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021

PLATFORM MENTIONS - LIKES COMMENTS SHARES VIDEO VIEWS IM;SETSEQ‘IB"'}'S“
TWITTER 45,149 23,459 36,152 80,789 0 121,694,338
FACEBOOK 16,527 2,134,912 711,643 782,527 5,734,628 430,777,798
INSTAGRAM 14,270 2,139,991 183,939 4,044,083 114,996,577
REDDIT 461 17,467 7,791 0 0 30,194,932
YOUTUBE 216 10,396 3,602 8,236 302,198 3,130,516
Grand total 76,623 4,326,225 943,127 871,552 10,080,909 700,794,161

Fig 3. Analysis includes the total sample of 76,623 conversations. Video views do not include YouTube videos posted on
Facebook, or videos shared on Twitter or Reddit. Instagram does not include an option to re-share a post. Potential impressions
is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

ANTI-LOCKDOWN AND QANON

Anti-lockdown narratives have been a relatively constant presence online throughout the COVID-19
pandemic. While expressing opposition to anti-lockdown policies is not misinformation, anti-lockdown
sentiment is closely related to general skepticism about the existence or harms posed by COVID-19, as
well as being an indicator of a general lack of trust in authoritative sources or official health advice.
This overlaps with the anti-establishment views expressed by supporters of the QAnon conspiracy.

Originating on messaging board 4chan in 2017 as a theory about the existence of a shadowy anti-state
figure known as ‘Q’, QAnon has grown into a global community of conspiracy theorists who have
championed a number of anti-establishment narratives over the last five years. Conversation reached a
crescendo in 2020, with the culmination of the US presidential election and rejection of COVID-19
social safety measures, like lockdowns and wearing masks.

QAnon supports a number of relatively unrelated narrative threads (from anti-lockdown to anti-vaccine)
and have been particularly vocal in the last year on social media in many Western countries. Donald
Trump is a key figure in the group’s online conversation, with between 3% and 6% of all posts featuring
him. The increased volume of global conversation around US politics has heightened awareness of
QAnon’s rhetoric.

QAnon’s message may have been birthed on the 4-chan boards, but its message and deeply
anti-government sentiment has been appropriated in many different countries. QAnon's messages in
Australia gained traction due in part to public anger toward mask-wearing and lockdown. Some of the
more outlandish theories came at the height of Melbourne’s lockdown. For example, QAnon adherents
promoted the theory that Melbourne’s lockdown was in fact a cover to allow children stolen from their
families to be trafficked through secret tunnels under the city.

While QAnon forms part of the anti-lockdown narrative in this analysis, its influence is felt across all 3
narratives, as discussed further in the confluence case study below. The anti-lockdown protests that
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took place in November 2020, for example, included anti-vaccine and Stop-5G supporters with apparent
ties to QAnon. Some attendees called for the arrest of Microsoft founder Bill Gates because of his
involvement in the production of a coronavirus vaccine believed to contain microchips designed to
control the population.

As with the analysis across all 3 key narratives (Figure 3), the highest volume of anti-lockdown and
QAnon social media mentions in Australia was on Twitter, but Facebook and Instagram received the
highest number of interactions and potential impressions.

Volume of anti-lockdown / QAnon mentions and interactions of by platform; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
YouTube, and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021

POTENTIAL

PLATFORM MENTIONS -~ LIKES COMMENTS SHARES VIDEQ VIEWS IMPRESSIONS
TWITTER 22,909 12,887 15,121 39,579 0 38,688,650
INSTAGRAM 11,594 1,126,739 100,211 2,753,162 59,584,452
FACEBOOK 3,225 . 665,324 188,154 224,846 1,720,697 i 87,018,222
REDDIT 160 8,864 4,032 0 0 ! 8,992,212
YOUTUBE 15 1,369 436 615 28,409 415,277
Grand total 37,203 1,815,183 307,954 265,040 4,502,268 194,698,813

Fig 4. Analysis includes a sample of 37,903 conversations matching a keyword query. Video views do not include YouTube videos
posted on Facebook, or videos shared on Twitter or Reddit. Instagram does not include an option to re-share a post. Potential
impressions is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

The most engaging pieces of individual content within this narrative relate to broad QAnon
conspiracies, such as ‘The Great Reset’ and ‘The Storm’. Some of these posts are from accounts that
have since been suspended, such as

engaging anti-lockdown / QAnon content; Ranked by interactions (likes + comments + shares); Includes
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021
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40K 1. The Great Reset Explained In Less Than10 16 Nov
Minutes | THE GREAT RESET EXPLAINED IN 2020
(.D LESS THAN 10 MINUTES Last week | asked
2, the Senate to reject... | ¥ 27,282 |
226,986
35K
2 The truth will set you free, but first it will 3 Apr
make you sick. The storm is coming. Have 2020
faith. From dark to light. 11420
30K #awakening2020 ... | w 21,674
s 3 If fellow Victorians, Australians and Global 7 Sept
@ citizens keep falling for the conspiracy 2020
theories pushed by mainstream media and
25K [ politicians th... | % 20,392 | §4174,788
[ (2\ I Qf‘ " ” "
3 </ @/ 4 Globalist Elites Push For "The Great Reset 19 Oct
= | Exposed | GLOBALIST ELITE'S PUSH FOR 2020
l& 20K 'THE GREAT RESET" EXPOSED The Chjpese
< ] Coronavirus pandemic ... | % 13,363 |
g | 87,014
. Tl '
® ‘ 5. "The WORLD won't be DESTROYED by 9 May
15K ® | THOSE who do EVIL. But by THOSE who 2020
= watch THEM without doing ANYTHING” -
Albert EinsteinIME TO STAND UP! 4...| %
12,076
10K [ ‘
1 | 6. THE MYSTERY OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE 8 May
A LIES NOT IN JUST STAYING ALIVE, BUT IN 2020
FINDING SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR.
#humanexperience #life #multidimens... | *
5K 10,854
ALl 7. Shall we keep journeying down the rabbit 26 Aug
™ hole? ', W/#| Celebrity chef Pete Evans 2020
0 e —_— makes wild claims that Australia ‘is run by
Apr 2020 Aug 2020 Dec 2020 Apr 202 paedophiles as h... | # 10,079
Jun 2020 Oct 2020 Feb 2021

Fig 5. Not all links are accessible due to content removal by social platforms.

KEY THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED

The key issues and themes discussed in this report for anti-lockdown and QAnon narratives on social
media platforms are influential global actors, migration to alternative social media platforms and key
factors driving community.

Narratives are highly influenced by global actors

Anti-lockdown and QAnon conversations are spurred on by transnational influencers (the most famous
being former US President Donald Trump). These influencers drive forward narratives like QAnon,
pro-Trump, health freedoms and safe technology. While the narratives have their own impetus, they
often respond and adapt to global events, politicians, health and wellness issues, and political
commentators.

For countries outside of America, such as Australia, these narratives (like QAnon) can be twisted to fit
local events such as the Melbourne lockdown.

A qualitative manual analysis of a random sample of 200 conversations showed that 58% of posts
featured global themes, including news stories from non-Australian sources, medical reports, memes
with global visual cues, shares from international accounts, mentions of QAnon or Trump. Only 42% of
conversations in this sample featured local or personal themes including local news stories, personal
messages, local protests, or memes with Australian visual cues.
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Global versus local content themes; Manual analysis of a random sample of 200 misinformation conversations; 1
April 2020 to 19 April 2021

@® Global themes

@ Local or personal
themes

Fig 6. Themes were classified according to content themes and origin of content. For example a post featuring the Melbourne
lockdown, a reaction to government policy or personal quote, was classified as local or personal. A video featuring an
international doctor, a reshare of global influencer, a meme of Bill Gates, was classified as global.

Similarly, many of the links shared by Australian conspiratorial communities are to international
sources. An analysis of Facebook links posted from our sample of Facebook pages and group
accounts highlighted that 27% of links came from international websites, over half of which were from
the United States. A further 16% of links were to YouTube videos or accounts that couldn't be assigned
by geography.

Top 50 Facebook link sources by geography; Includes community sample of 200 conspiracy-driven Facebook
group and page accounts; October 2020 to April 2021

Other

Global (YouTube)

Fig 7. Where the country of origin was unknown, Similarweb analytics was used to identify the country of ownership. For the sites
that did not register on Similarweb, websites were classified after manually scanning the site content.

There is some evidence that some social media accounts are being managed by international actors
and administrators. An analysis of the Facebook page sample showed that 17% of pages had
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international administrators, primarily from Israel, USA and Canada. However, this is not unique to
conspiratorial communities, as a benchmark analysis of the overall top 100 Australian community
pages showed that 28% of pages included international administrators.

Australian Facebook page administrators from selected conspiracy-driven accounts; May 2021

Stop Foreign Ownership in Au... N sharia law - Never ever g... Guardians Of Australia Aussie FO Memes.
T) Austraia stand United 1o Stop foreign Land ownership in T} P Lo sl o e pach od e D0 NOT SUPPORT RACEM, ISLAMISM AND
Aarstrakia Plsass join our Fecebook group for more inf the Austraian way of e ; COMMUNSM | WE DO NOT support ity wanting 1) Australian Law Abiding Firearm Owners and their

sl eciet, 18

it e tacebook Comigroups! Agcial raeds. We are hare 1 pree

Memery
. . 7 M, 954 pecple b this Page
108,841 peopie ke this
- 1 £ S8,231 pecpie ke this Page 1"} 31,654 pecple ke this Page
- 08,494 people follow this Page
107,642 peaple tollow this Page

. o " 82,780 peceie foflow this Page 32,007 peopia follow this Page
“severaariny
. Socieny sae
2 [ Page crmated on August 30, 2014 S Comedian
Page crested on July 8, 2016 : ) 17 Page created on Augast 1, 201 for
2 Cranged name 1o Ma sharia Law - Never ever give up Page created on November 27, 2015

. cnm:-;mwhwwom«'bh Austrabia I Changed name 10 Guardians Of Australia
A . o

|37 Changed name to Aussie FO Memes.

:‘w‘,,.:c‘.nmww rem—— i L 5 Primary country Iocation of people who manage this Primary country iecation of people who manage this Primery ary location of o s0¢ this
s Page inchudes. Page inchudes Al M"““IMs pacp e
Auastralia (3} " Australia (1)
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Fig 8. Crowdtangle data. Facebook groups data unavailable.

As addressed above, certain global actors and influencers are treated with admiration within
conspiracy-driven groups and are often considered the ‘real’ source of truth. In America, there is no
greater global influencer than former US president Donald Trump, who played a key role in driving
anti-lockdown and QAnon narratives. As seen in the results below, former President Trump’s influence
extended internationally, with considerably more mentions within the We Are Social Australian
Facebook and Instagram sample than Australian Prime Minister, Scott Morrison.

Trump mentions versus Morrison in selected conspiracy-driven groups and accounts on Facebook and Instagram;
May 2020 to April 2021

Facebook Groups Facebook Pages Instagram Pages
Mentions of Trump versus Momson/Scomo in 100 Mentions of Trump versus Morrison/Scomo in 100 Mentions of Trump versus Marmrison/Scomo in
selected Facebook Groups; May 2020 to April 2021 selected Facebook Page; May 2020 to Apnil 2021 selected Facebook Groups; May 2020 to Apnil 2021
22,117 7.013 1,885
+309% +173% +612%
308
‘Morrison’ Trump’ ‘Morrison’ ‘Trump' ‘Morrison’ “Trump’
or 'Scomo’ or ‘Scomo’ or ‘Scomo’

Fig 9. Keyword searches across all posts from conspiracy-driven groups and accounts including 100 Facebook groups, 100
Facebook pages and 91 Instagram profiles. Crowdtangle data.
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Alternative social networks have become a safe harbour for conspiratorial
communities
The increased scrutiny and pressure on mainstream social platforms to remove misinformation has

caused conspiracy groups to migrate to more private social networks with less stringent moderation
policies, including Telegram, Parler, MeWe and Gab.

Examples of Facebook groups and Instagram profile posts inviting their members and followers to more private
social networks.

e Australians vs. The Agenda v

We're back!! It's an honour to be

© atr and

news media company in Australia. Thanks
Facebook... but it's time o transition our
28,000+ strong Australian soldiers to
different platforms — this move by the
technocrats has proven that we cannot rely
on a singular platform to accomplish our
mission statement. Find our other social
media platforms including Telegram,
YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, Parler, GaB
and Rumble via our linktree -- which will be
posted in the comments section below.
See less

The joys of been banned on social media
platforms for sharing truth...... if only we
could rely on mainstream 1o give us the
truth..... #whenpigsfly & @#Find me on
Telegram and Parler @
#enoughisenough #itstime #powertoyou
afilthemindwithknowledge

—
= m—
Woui -t BoM o carmeman tor 3 dey
Things you manage
m Peges

I'm now: - Banned on FB for 30 days -
Blocked in Twitter - Banned in YouTube
initely - Sland and def in
papers as a conspiracy theorist anti-vaxoer
So I'm either a threat or they think all the
information I'm getting directly off
websites in misinformation.

glorthesoul #educ.
#naturalhealth Sitsuptoyou #standup
Witstime #greengueen #greengueenlife
#wereoverrona Scorruption
#melbournelockdown Faustralia
#governmentcormuption
Seeless

Thoughts?!?! You can find me here (maybe
for a short time) or on Telegram as Matt

The truth will
ALWAYS prevail. #convid1®
#melbournelockdown Emelbourne Svictoria
See less

friendsoftruth

Facebook is over. When a social media site
becomes as anti-social as Facebook has
become—deleting pages and stopping you
from seeing what you want to see—it's
time to say enough is enough. See ya' later,
Facebook. Groups of people coming
together to support each other in claiming
back the freedoms and basic human rights
we all deserve are getting deleted in the
click of a button. Doctors and medical
experts are getting shadow banned—
simply because their evidence and views
contradict the government and media
narrative—so we don't see the valuable
information they are sharing. Yep, time to
move on. Friends of Truth has a group on
MeWe and Telegram (both links in bio). We
will post links to other groups too, as we
find them. Stay in touch. The community of
good people seeking truth has never been
bigger. Or stronger. #censorship
#facebookisover #instagramisdying

ftruth
#milionsriseup #truther #truthers

See less

3.88x (v} Qs 2.27x a0 Qs 1.26x D ssa Qs

Fig 10. Examples of Facebook groups and Instagram profile posts inviting their members and followers to more private social
networks

There were 4,479 mentions of alternative social networks within our Facebook sample of 100
Facebook groups and 100 Facebook pages, with many inviting their audiences to follow them on those
alternative social networks.

The following analysis of the most mentioned alternative social networks shows a spike in January
2021 which coincides with when Parler was taken down from the Apple and Google app stores and
Amazon web services, and when Trump was removed from Facebook.

Mentions of alternative social networks by conspiratorial communities on Facebook; Includes Telegram, Parler,
Gab, Rumble, MeWe; April 2020 to April 2021
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Fig 11. Community sample including Facebook groups and 100 Facebook pages.

The narrative which received the highest number of alternative social network mentions was the
anti-lockdown and QAnon.

Mentions of alternative social networks by narrative; Includes Telegram, Parler, Gab, Rumble, MeWe; 1 April 2020 to
19 April 2021

New Platforms QAnon Anti-vaccine Anti-lockdown Anti-5G
Telegram 33 28 23 1"
Parler 66 2 3 3
Rumble 11 13 8 6
GaB 8 9 7 5
MeWe 3 1 1 4
Grand total 121 53 42 29

Fig 12. Total sample of conversations. Narrative mentions created using keyword queries.

The increase in the moderation of mainstream social platforms appears to have impacted Facebook
group engagement. An analysis of Facebook conspiratorial community group posts highlighted a
marked decline in posts following Facebook’s commitment to reduce Facebook group misinformation

in September 2020, and its ban of all QAnon material in October 2020. This may point to a shift in

audiences away from Facebook in particular communities to alternative social networks.

Number of posts by selected conspiracy-driven Facebook groups; 1 April 2020 to 30 April 2021
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Fig 13. Community sample including 100 Facebook groups. Crowdtangle data.

Telegram case study

Telegram is the most talked-about alternative social network among conspiratorial communities. The
platform offers unmoderated instant messaging and simple comment threads. Conspiratorial
communities have grown quickly, driven by the attraction of global audiences, the ability to post more
extreme content, high interaction rates, and the sharing of follower lists among groups.

Telegram posts highlights how conspiracy-driven groups and individuals are discovering like-minded communities.

&l AUSTRALIAN FREEDOM TELEGRAM CHANNELS &8
/) Last Updated: April 28th 2021

d Forward and Subscribe

RN RN EUEURLEREERER

Fig 14. Posts identified via manual searches of conspiracy-driven Telegram accounts.
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These lists helped us identify a sample of some of the more popular conspiracy-driven Australian
Telegram accounts. ||| GG ":s the largest Telegram account from our
sample, with 34k members and an average reach of 11k people per post.

Identifiable conspiracy-driven Australian Telegram account members, post reach and posts per day; May 2021

Accounts Members »  Average Post Reach Posts Per Day
1. _ 34,223 11,100 12
2 Reignite Demoracy Australia 8,542 3,800 5
s R 7,833 6,500 3
4. Australian National Review 7350 3,000 100
5. Vaccine Aus Choice 4,292 1,500 9
6. Advocate Me 3.579 3,800 3
7 Fanosthevoice 3,511 3,000 5
8. _ 3363 1,500 7
9 Adams Economics 3,271 9,500 5
10. _ 3249 3,100 6
1. COVID Vaccine Information, Injuries and Deaths 2,864 560 28
12.  Guardian Angel - Melbourne Anti-Lockdown Protest 27N 1,300 3
13. WakeUp Australia 1,673 539 23
14 Tv Guide 1,587 438 7
15, Friends Of Truth 1,577 766 3
16 Melb Freedom Rally 1,576 2,300 2
17.  Australia Awakens 1,394 535 7z
w [ 1,378 762 8
19. Millions United Australia 1172 281 14
20.  Australia Freedom Rally 1,074 8,000 6

Fig 15. List created using manual searches. List not exhaustive. Telegram Analytics sourced by tgstat.com.

In Australia, usage of the Telegram app has been on a growth trajectory. App store rankings first
increased noticeably in early September 2020, which may be related to the organisation of the
anti-lockdown ‘Freedom Day’ rallies. Australian downloads of the Telegram app peaked in early January
2021 for both Android and iOS devices, which is very likely tied to the US Capitol riots and
Facebook/Twitter removing content related to the ‘stopthesteal’ and QAnon narratives.

Telegram app store ranking in Australia for both Android and Apple (iPhone only) devices; April 2020 to May 2021
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Fig 16. Similarweb Analytics data.

Outrage drives engagement but other techniques build community

Communities engage with stories that often illicit outrage, best demonstrated by the volume of angry
reactions relative to other reactions. Compared to posts from mainstream Australian media or popular
Australian public figures, conspiracy-driven Facebook groups have a much higher proportion of Angry
reactions.

Share of Facebook reactions within conspiracy-driven groups, Australian media pages, and Australian public
figures; May 2020 to April 2021

100% —wm _— —_—
[ | Care
54% o
75% 15y m 'y Wow
21% s+ Sad
=4
50%
o Love
25% 33% »= Haha
%
2l m S Angry
0%
Conspriacy-driven Groups Australian Media Australian Public Figures

Fig 17. Includes 100 selected conspiracy-driven Facebook groups, 49 Australian mainstream media Facebook pages, and 745 of
Australian most followed individuals on Facebook. Crowdtangle data.

A common cause of outrage within these communities is when platforms take active steps to
moderate their conversations, such as fact-checking labels and content deletions. To avoid content
moderation, users often intentionally misspell keywords to avoid being taken down or reported.

This technique has been used prominently in the context of the anti-vaccine narrative, discussed
further below. Some frequently seen examples include: v@cc, v8ccine, vacc ine, vaccin, vacks, vakseen,
vackseen, vacseen, va((ine, vacx, vakseen, vax, vaxcine, vaxseen, vaxxed.
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. Tribulation Earth
Fa

DcP# Why is social media flooded with

. Vaccine Injury Awareness ...
Sharing from -w.- are gong 1o
566 more and mere meAL STORIES

circulating of people suffering REAL
VAKSEEN INJURIES, Injuries are not rare
but they are rarely reported. We are the.
See more

Examples of anti-vaccine content using misspelled keywords.

Facebook just WeAreTheNewMediasl Another devastating vaxseen reaction
closed the V@cc 9 eb 23, 2021t 7209 PM . update just uploaded to my telegram
i channel. Facebook had deleted it, you tube
side effects ;
There are so many doctors and nurses will probably take it .dnwn. This tendency to
group. 120K warning people about this vakseen and whole body convulsions and perpetual
- fshak: haorrif
memben, filled telling people to stay away from it but the ::';Z:r‘er.'c‘;l Uznl:_:j : Oerific. Massive
: ; 3 : i .
with media don't show you this, they hide the noreg 9
truth and show you only what they want .
i See less straliansvstheagenda
testlnmnials, you to believe and that's the doctors who
phm' tell you to take it... turn off your tv and turn o "__-':. Telegram: Contact
documerltatlon on your brain and research! In this life to be - @naomicookformerRN
A smart is to do your own research. L How do you feel nurses? You are personally
Poof! Gone. See less liabh es to your patients from a
towic rushed experimental vacksoen,
h i) 38 (=1 &8 L D) 35 o8 (4 281 On 0

Australian Freedom
‘ Alliance
=D

ANECDOTAL VBCCINE EXPERIENCES:
Early “Success" Stories Trust the science,
and be mistrustful of anyone who questions
the motivations of the government. Things
are going according to plan! It is truly..

See more

This is a re-share

wacks injuries.... And no images of covaid . ] of a post.

'E.“.’“*" Fhoncer Scrimesaguinsturnanity 443y | have a method.. . Don't take the BJ

e vakseen haha

262x  [>uok  Quk Qe , on3 00 ©4 1.66x Qo Qre )2 e el

Fig 18. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

Content is often meme-like, loaded with symbolism, highly visual, well designed and shared at a high
velocity.

Relative to other content types, Photos received the highest volume of mentions and interactions,
driven by propaganda memes, news screenshots and belief statements. Video on Facebook and
Instagram received the highest volume of +3 sec video views driven by media clips, interviews, and
documentaries.

Volume of mentions and interactions of key narratives by content type; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
YouTube, and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021
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POST TYPE

MENTIONS ~

LIKES

COMMENTS

SHARES

VIDEO VIEWS

POTENTIAL

IMPRESSIONS

PHOTO 61,194 3,105,759 524,178 463,127 250,742 369,086,671
LINK 7,238 384,996 139,265 92,850 0 197,672,273
*TWITTER OTHER 4,347 160,043 26,018 23,611 1,260,293 35,037,548
VIDEO 2,400 478,225 165,310 200,016 7,423,004 52,770,117
TEXT 711 97,983 38,982 40,518 0 31,245,656
YOUTUBE 457 32,704 9,225 12,037 0 7,709,742
LIVE VIDEO 276 66,515 40,149 39,393 1,146,780 7,270,154
Grand total 76,623 4,326,225 943,127 871,552 10,080,909 700,794,161

*Twitter Other includes text and link posts

Fig 19. Analysis includes the total sample of 76,623 conversations. Video views do not include YouTube videos posted on
Facebook, or videos shared on Twitter or Reddit. Instagram does not include an option to re-share a post. Potential impressions
is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

The format and style of the conversations we observed suggest a deeper understanding among
leaders of these communities of what makes content go viral. The idea of belonging to a group,
sharing in secret or hidden knowledge, or solving a deeper mystery (e.g. Q ‘drops’) strengthens their
sense of community. Users see themselves as ‘free thinkers’ or ‘truth seekers’, who avoid mainstream
news and rely on their communities for alternative news.
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Example highlights how misinformation is being spread via like-minded community members and alternative
news.

@ TOTT News

You not wearing
a mask puts
me at risk.

Yes and | was told that | sounded like | had joined a cult lol

&® Welcome to the club!

No it is not taught in schools when you are young. You
hopefully learn to think outside the box from other people.
When | ped li ing to news and started
listening to alternative news my eyes opened up.z

That mask is giving you lung cancer
This was posted on

Facebook.)... See More

Your blind obedience to
corrupt government
lockdowns, Big Pharma
drug pushers and a very
dark human depopulation
agenda puts you, me and ~
the planet at a much

greater risk. 25

PRIy M27a D24 B 56

NEVERBA.MET

News and information that the
mainstream refuses to tell you about!

o>

Like - Reply - 2w

IMAGINE A
VACCINE S0 SAFE YOU HAVE
T0 BE THREATENED T0 TAKE [T

FOR A DISEASE SO DEA
HAVE TO BE TESTED TD
KNOW YOU HAVE IT

Fig 20. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

ANTI-VACCINE

A typical anti-vax tactic is to talk down the disease threat and exaggerate the vaccine threat. Similar to
QAnon and the anti-lockdown narratives, the anti-vax narratives hint at greater conspiracies and look to
local and global influencers who are standing up against popular opinion for what is perceived as the
‘greater good.’

Until recently, anti-vax has been considered a relatively fringe movement in Australia. However,
conversation surrounding vaccine safety has surged in the face of COVID-19, as the pandemic has
been a catalyst for citizens everywhere to engage in conversations about the prospect of being
vaccinated. Concerns have been further heightened in recent months as more information has become
available on the rare but possible side effects of certain vaccines.

Broadly speaking, there are three main attitudinal categories towards vaccination; those who
understand the merits of vaccination, dogmatic anti-vaxxers and a third group that lies in the middle
who have questions or are undecided. This report focuses on the content and drivers of
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misinformation around the anti-vax narrative and how it combines with other anti-establishment
threads.

Volume of anti-vaccine mentions and interactions of by platform; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube,
and Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021

PLATFORM MENTIONS - LIKES COMMENTS SHARES VIDEO VIEWS iR
TWITTER 16,050 7,964 15,474 32,676 0 70,840,520
FACEBOOK 12435 1,379,064 500,668 515,575 3,829,264 302,446,902
INSTAGRAM 2.126 883,706 71,459 . 1,196,509 48,189,840
REDDIT 243 6.525 2413 0 0 16.011.104
YOUTUBE 200 8714 3,166 7.545 245,305 2,657,339
Grand total 31,054 2,285,973 593,180 555,796 5,271,078 460,145,705

Fig 21. Analysis includes a sample of 31,054 conversations. Video views do not include YouTube videos posted on Facebook, or
videos shared on Twitter or Reddit. Instagram does not include an option to re-share a post. Potential impressions is the
aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

The most engaging pieces of content under the anti-vax narrative focused on the government’s plan for
mandatory COVID-19 vaccines and the promotion of an ‘inadequately tested vaccine’. This included a
meme post suggesting that readers should not put faith in a vaccine but in God, and a video falsely
alleging that 80% of people who tried a COVID-19 vaccine experienced systemic side effects.

Most engaging anti-vaccine content; Ranked by interactions (likes + comments + shares); Includes Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021

1. Pauline Hanson says no to Scott Morrison's 19 Aug
200K mandatory COVID-19 vaccination | MANDATORY 2020
COVID-19 VACCINATION FQR AUSTRALIANS I'm
1) not an anti-v... | % 88,829 | §4342,382
175K 6 2. GOD IS YOUR PROTECTOR - It is better to take 13 Jan
7) refuge in the LORD than to trust in man - Psalm 2021
i 118: 3Far the peoples of the ancient world, if ... | w
150K : “At least 80% of participants in the trials 24 Jul
experienced a systemic side effect” Watch Bill 2020
Gates the unglected health expert try to defend w...
| % 36,506 | §«126,884
1296 4. THIS MADNESS MUST END Victorian Doctors write 1 Sept
= to their Premier Dear Premier, We, the undersigned, 2020
m} are senior medical practitioners of variou... | %
E 19,845
o 100K
] 5. ‘We can't hold someone down and make them take 19 Aug
= it': PM walks back mandatory vaccination 2020
o comments | MORRISON BACKS DOWN ON
75K - MANDATORY COVID VA... | % 17,759
2)
6. Pauline Hanson refuses COVID-19 vaccination | NO 20 Aug
COVID JAB - NO TRAVEL - NO GOVERNMENT 2020
PAYMENTS The Govern t is now threatening
Australian... | % 16,462 | §4102,153
¥ Businesses Want To Sack Workers Who Refuse 21 Aug
COVID Jab | BUSINESSES WANT TO SACK 2020
WORKERS WHO REFUSE COVID*‘AB A day after the
Prime Minister w... | % 15916 | §4111,72
8. Looks like someone has realised they made a big 19 Aug
. fucken mistake to underestimate the public's 2020
0 | | ] reaction to a mandatory shot. W Remember YOU
Apr 2020 Aug 2020 Dec 2020 Apr 2021 th... | 15780
Jun 2020 Oct 2020 Feb 2021
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Fig 22. Not all links are accessible due to content removal by the platforms.

KEY THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED

The key issues and themes discussed in this report for anti-vaccine narratives on social media
platforms are unmoderated comment threads and local influencers.

The path to misinformation starts innocuously in unmoderated comment threads

Misinformation narratives often start with innocuous shared posts, general comments and dialogue
with other users. In the case of anti-vax sentiment, this may appear as legitimate concerns around
vaccine safety or the sharing of research or news stories highlighting potential risks. Discussions in
comment threads will then often progress to more specific misinformed ideas, supported by false
news and misleading information, including links to conspiratorial websites and videos. News services
and individuals who reference conspiratorial themes, such as anti-institutions or anti-mainstream
media, generally attract more extreme commenters.

Examples showcase how articles from Australian mainstream media, shared on Facebook, can lead to
conspiracy-driven individuals posting misinformation in the comments section.

Vaccines and borders are ‘great failings 7 - US poised to start administering Pfizer s

in the Commonweaith COVID response - vaccine 1o young Americans

Shadow Minkster for Women Tanya Plibersek More Americans could be lining up 1o the L
says the confusion Surroundng the roporeng e S receive the Plizer jab after the FDA on Monday o T Hospeatzes Wi Buod Gt m rn A
of intemational borders is due to the extended its emergency use 1o approve the st Dusee of Phiser Vactin + Chicrer's Haslth
government's fallures with the vaccing roliout = jab for children as young as 12, prege== o
and its failure to build national quarantine. Rooaded

Sew mare Ve s Pace e Wee 4 Mok, Esgmrs Caeg O What's e naying 7 TRUST tha Sciamcer

e ke - and £ Tral i e mamiream mecks
m-vmnn i

_— :
i B 57 teacing scintists, doctors, g
eupart 38 MAMETRATE HALT o Gt v
.
et Exparts Weih 1 n 1o Mack Wearing
- -
48K POST VIEWS A9 TOTAL VWS CMID Frad - Ligad procamschings besgen agaénas
i WM 0 ared Work] Lt o Crimen sairnt

L F

ﬁ"g

L7X POST VIEWS 1TH TOTAL VWS

Dehors Teststy Betore Sexss Stats Saruts b1 Cppous Mandatory COVD Shots

a1 0% onus Ow X
Droctsrs Testity Betors Teuks State Senate 1o Oppose
Mandatory OO Shots

oDe O 02

Wiwbondhei s lpransgrovaryiap e _ g :
shoulder where I'd been given the needle, but it . . ‘w i

.
ACOMSIG COVID CATASTROME [2071-03-121
‘was no worsa than after an ordinary seasonal flu m [R—— Ausiralia has quashed doubts over EsEL B TREL
jab. And the day after that, even that had faded m AssaZenaca COVID Vacone: Clotting Dvosger AstraZeneca's salely a3 somae countries pause
y =1 Mechansm Revealed its rollout. Here are the facts about the jab.
' L=} z
See more = The facts about AstraZensca '
vaccine
TE— —— bw-\-ume\.v)o\w e
| gt my first : N % Trus SOVID- 1 Ve A arvars w
shot. The only lasting effect g ot sk arved i ) weoriing Wi L 11
has been a sense of relief | ” " . . i =
% - . Unin the tmm srtcpcunrs s &30 e by Becas e 8
B o : «— onm om o e
B J—"  Most Vaceinated Country on Earnth Cloass Schoots s ]
Qs O O g 8nd Sports a8 COVID Canes Surge - 35% of Ne.

o

i
- The COVID Viszeine With Commpiess Ties 1o
Tuganics
Iterwiting reter i math Sorreee Piwe Vi Prasident .

The Delingocsd: The James Delngrole Podcast
Or Mike Yeadon on Apple Podcasts

Fig 23. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.
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Local influencers fuel and amplify narratives

As mentioned above, anti-vaxxers revere and cheer on local influencers for taking a stand against
institutions and for supporting their beliefs in a safe space for misinformation, giving these influencers
“hero status.”

These influencers have widespread reach and drive the narrative forward. In Australia, key local
influencers include ||| G- -o'oving is a list of the most
engaging accounts by total interactions and by narrative. It is worth noting that 12 of the top 20
influencers have posted on all 4 narratives included in this study.

Top 20 accounts mentioning at least one of the selected narratives; April 2020 to March 2021

ACCOUNT INTERACTIONS ~ MENTIONS o ELIENI.
1. _ 536,519 120 32,275,170
| 459,351 135 11,791,555
s 1T 369,407 155 8,744,511
4, Australians Vs. The Agenda 261,156 475 7,333,912
5, _ 196,127 11 4,189,967
6. _ 145,519 158 3,156,367
7. R 133,085 164 13,601,760
s. TG 131,961 128 2,148,605
9. Reignite Democracy Australia 126,430 136 6,980,777
10.  Unity Link Official 126,221 2,224 4,394,855
11.  Friends Of Truth 112,158 355 2,156,143
12. _ 82,021 29 1,341,967
2. | 79,915 417 1,921,572
14.  Informed Medical Options Party... 73,473 121 1,491,872
5. [ 72,524 261 12,782,139
GO | 71,875 a8 14,922,456
7. || R 62,239 150 395,147
18.  Great Australian Party 61,118 58 1,601,664
19.  Know Your Rights Group 57,989 70 2,666,371
20.  NMuffies Of Australian Politics 57,539 69 3,611,908

Fig 24. Account content identified using keyword queries. Potential impressions is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

Top 20 account interactions by narrative; April 2020 to March 2021

[ Australian Communications and Media Authority ] x [ We Are Social Report] x [ May 2021] x 26



Top 20 — ACCOUNT Anti-vaccine Anti-lockdown QAnon Anti-5G

] 419,921 80,767 30.447 5,384
] 324,145 128,496 3,349 3,361
] 171,819 188,427 3,012 6,149
Awstralians Vs. The Agenda 142,081 102,005 16,995 75
Pauline Hanson's Please Explain 179,610 16,517
_ 125,491 19,534 494
] 3,638 125,479 1,202 2,676
[ 113,541 15,773 2,647
Reignite Democracy Australia 74,120 50,112 2,198
Unity Link Official 3,016 49,323 72,274 1,608
Friends Of Truth 5,457 84,042 22,156 503
13,409 68,612
414 71,071 7,524 906
Informed Medical Options Party - I... 55,699 15,640 159 1,975
47,946 19,725 1,850 3,003
333 918 69,037 1,587
7,299 34,599 19,686 655
48,710 12,244 164
Know Your Rights Group 31,882 26,107
Nuffies OFf Australian Politics 25,367 0,447 11,082 10,743

Fig 25. Account content identified using keyword queries. Potential impressions is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

ANTI-5G

The global rollout of 5G has spawned numerous conspiracy theories about the supposed health
impacts of electromagnetic energy (EME) radiation and 5G technology. What had been a fairly dormant
narrative was amplified by the early stages of the Coronavirus pandemic.

Theories ranged from a view that 5G's millimetre wave technology was secretly developed by
governments as a weapon to threaten and control people, to the belief that 5G is linked to the
emergence of COVID-19, with the coronavirus being deliberately released so 5G could be rolled out
without opposition while communities were in lockdown. All these theories are demonstrably false, and
have been publicly refuted by industry, government and leading health officials.
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Nevertheless, these viral claims drove believers to hold protests during 2020 and to physically attack
mobile phone towers around the world, including in Australia.

Volume of anti-5G mentions and interactions of by platform; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and
Reddit; April 2020 to March 2021

PLATFORM MENTIONS LIKES COMMENTS SHARES VIDEO VIEWS NPT
TWITTER 6,190 2,608 5,557 8,534 0 12,165,168
FACEBOOK 867 90,524 22,821 42,106 184,667 21,312,674
INSTAGRAM 550 129,546 12,269 94,412 7,222,285
REDDIT 58 2,078 1,346 0 0 5,191,616
YOUTUBE 1 313 0 76 28,484 57,900
Grand total 7,666 225,069 41,993 50,716 307,563 45,949,643

Fig 26. Analysis includes a sample of 7,666 conversations matching a keyword query. Video views do not include YouTube videos
posted on Facebook, or videos shared on Twitter or Reddit. Instagram does not include an option to re-share a post. Potential
impressions is the aggregate sum of all followers from posts.

Instagram influencers and former athletes drove engagement in the anti-5G sample, referencing peer
reviewed reports that describe injuries from wireless technologies, and claiming scientists and medical
doctors had shown a link between tumours and the EMR exposure.

Most engaging anti-5G content; Ranked by interactions (likes + comments + shares); Includes Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021

25K (7 1. Freedom of speech is a human rlght -ig it a risk?y 16 Apr
family raised me to believe that it's wise to calmly 2020
question important topics in my com... | % 19,348
2 There is a topic right now, | feel more strongly 5 Apr
about than any issue I've felt called to campaign on 2020
before.ut the question | keep facing i... | % 13,669
K
« 3 Mo need to fry ourselves even more. ink in bio, 4 Apr
please sign. | | say no to 5g | % 9,851 2020
4. i<Today | am no longer a Registered Nurse. 3%l 7 Sept
became a nurse because | care deeply about 2020
health. | am no longer a nurse because | care
15K deepl... | % 8,830
.~ 2
z ’ % BREAKING: TELECOMS WILL NOT COVER 24 May
= EXPOSURE DAMAGE FROM 5G - ADMITS EMF 2020
3 POLLUTION CAUSES CANCER | BREAKING:
3 TELECQMS WILL NOT COVER EXPOSURE ... | »
z 5206 | §49.208
20K; 3 4 6. Ladies and Gentlemen, since we're on the topic of 11 Apr
3 5G i have some questions.ike most people i wantto 2020
know if 5G is safe?’m leaning towards n... | ¥ 4,741
7 "Wireless radiation has biological effects, period 7 Apr
7 ) These effects are seen in all life forms, plants, 2020
5K c animals, insects...in humans, we have .. | w3472
2]
6 ) 8 BREAKING: 5G RADIATION POISONING SICKENS 5 Jun
THOUSANDS OF WORKERS AS RESIDENTS ARE 2020
WARNED TO STAY AWAY | BREAKING: 56
FQIAQIASTEON POISONING SICKEN... | # 3,449 | #
4,71

0 9. We've known since the 1960’s that high fibre 12 Nov
1 Apr 2020 9 Aug 2020 17 Dec 2020 consumption is associated with low incidences of 2020
5 Jun 2020 13 Oct 2020 20 Feb 2021 chronic disease, including colorectal cancer. ... |

3,383
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Fig 27. Not all links are accessible due to content removal by the platforms.

KEY THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED

The key issues and themes discussed in this report for Stop-5G narratives on social media platforms
are proliferation of local Facebook groups and mixing mainstream and alternative news on social
media platforms.

Proliferation of local Australians for Safe Technology Facebook groups

The use of Community Groups on Facebook has been a pivotal tactic for the Stop-5G movement. One
of the biggest groups originally called ‘Stop5G Australia’ emerged in 2019 in support of a global appeal
against 5G. It was renamed to ‘Australians for Safe Technology’ in April 2020, likely to avoid action by
Facebook to remove misinformation linking 5G to COVID-19

As of May this year, Australians for Safe Technology has become the largest Stop-5G Facebook group
in the nation. Between March 2020 to April 2020 the Safe Technology groups grew to 13 in number and
added 44.6K new members. New members were engaged by a large increase in posts from ~500 a
month to 2.4K in April 2020. The group also received a large increase in engagement driven by the
Mullumbimby protest, health and safety stories from alternative news sources and Huawei's exclusion
from 5G contracts in Australia. Following April 2020, engagement decreased as the page reduced its
posting back to its pre-April levels.

Anti-5G members and interactions of the Australians for Safe Technology Facebook group and 13 local Facebook
groups in Jan 2019 to Apr 2021

Fig 28. Local safe technology groups include Tweed, Northern Rivers, Sydney, Sutherland Shire, Geelon

—— Australians for Safe Technology ——— Local Safe Technology Pages —— Australians for Safe Technology —— Local Safe Technology Pages

S0K 250K

40K 200K

30K 150K

Member Count

20K 100K

Total Interactions

10K ===, 50K
/ , >/ A\

o . = —
Jan 2019 Sept 2019 May 2020 Jan 2021 Jan 2019 Sept 2019 May 2020 Jan 2021
May 2019 Jan 2020 Sept 2020 May 2019 Jan 2020 Sept 2020

g, George River, Mornington Peninsula, Southeast Melbourne, Noosa, Frankston, Mackay, Moreton Bay, Casey. Crowdtangle data.

A content analysis of Australians for Safe Technology shows a shift from a single Stop-5G narrative to
multiple misinformation narratives. This shows that access to one conspiracy narrative can lead to
belief in many conspiracy narratives.
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Content examples from Safe Technology Facebook groups highlighting the transition from single to multiple

narratives.
Single z Multiple
Narrative Narratives

2 RPN — -y i Sytney For Sate Technology "
R o M e ate ° = . o c‘, Sauthesst Msbourne far Sate

RADIATION LEVEL
SAFETY STANDARDS

Lipetourg | 20wt

B e e o e T

‘ Al siiana boo Sl Tt ol

SBLACKOUTTOSTORSG Bill Gates backs $1bn plan to
MONDAY 13TH APRIL . cover earth in video surveilance
Doctors call for delaying 24 HOURS OF SILENCE
deployment of 5G due to health PASS ITON

Fig 29. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

Impact of mainstream media

The Four Corners program entitled ‘The Truth about 5G’ aired on the 3rd of August 2020 and highlights
how media stories can generate engagement on misinformation narratives. Following the 5G protests
during the first half of 2020, there was a significant drop-off in the anti-5G conversations. The airing of
the program led to a small but noticeable spike in 5G mentions, briefly reigniting the narrative. Most of

the mentions came from Safe Technology groups who refuted the evidence and shared alternative
research as proof of their claim.

Volume of weekly anti-5G mentions; Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and Reddit; April 2020 to 12
April 2021

800
5G protest in Mullumbimby

600

400
Anti-5G, anti-vaccine and
anti-lockdown protests in
Victoria and NSW .

200 Four corners mentions

o o P LT VN

Apr 2020 Jun 2020 Aug 2020 Oct 2020 Dec 2020 Feb 2021 Apr 2021
May 2020 Jul 2020 Sapt 2020 Nowv 2020 Jan 2021 Mar 2021

Fig 30. Analysis includes the total sample of 7,666 conversations. Trend line created using keyword queries.
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Aug 10, 202

This document has been created by a
scientific expert in the field of wireless
radiation 2 ABC 4-Corners has aired a piece
of investigative journalism titled "The truth
about 5G". Did they expose the truth or did...
See more

Rebutting ABC 4-
Corners_The Truth About 5G
| Environment &

b Q. 02 ©24

Vool

o Sydney For Safe Technolo...
B o 3 :

Do you consent to the
government in partnership with
big Wireless experimenting on

your children for profit?

L Qi1 01 @8

M. pustralians for Safe Tec...
o 0 2020 at 10:48 PM
For anyone who didn't see it 'The truth about
5G' aired tonight on ABC. I'm assuming that
the ABC will be receiving a legal notice for
false advertising because there was very little
“truth’ in the show. It never ceases to amaze
me that here in Australia we have ORSAA, an
association of scientist's who are the world
leaders in reviewing scientific papers on RF
radiation, and yet they are never invited to
give their opinion. Although they always ask
the opinion of Rodney Croft, a psychologist
who compares radiation to pickled Gherkins,
and Paul Letcher (damned auto correct) The
Federal Communications Minister who also
happens to be an ex director of Optus.
fconflict of interest much?) However | always
like to focus on the positives and the
highlights of the shaw were a brief
appearance from Kim Sporton and an
interview with our very own Maomi Cook
Maomi's honesty and integrity really shone
through and put the MPs and “industry
experts' to shame. Of course the other
positive was that within 5 minutes of the
show ending we increased our membership
by over 200, Thanks for the publicity ABC i,
See less

Q173 0w QW

Examples of posts mentioning Four Corners program entitled ‘The Truth about 5G" within ant-5G communities.

“5G is a planetary emergency... if you are not
currently working to stop 50, it means you
don't understand it. Nothing else matters
anymare. This is about the survival of you,
your children and this planet” - Claire
Edwards, 58 activist, ex-UN employee, Parts
of my speech from the March for Freedom
will be aired tonight in the ABCs 4 Corners.
Hepefully the good bits. &

See less

Fig 31. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

Narratives are weaponized with mix of authoritative mainstream news and alternative
news

Conspiratorial communities share links to news from both mainstream and alternative news sources,
as well as YouTube videos, Facebook pages and groups, and advocacy organisations. Appendix C
provides a list of news sources appearing in the sample and indicates which category they have been
assigned to.

Mainstream news sources in the sample include major Australian broadcasters and newspapers
(including online-only newspapers) as well as some international news sources. These news sources
are subject to professional editorial standards and some form of independent oversight. In our sample,
conspiracy communities tend to reframe news from mainstream news sources to suit their narratives.
They are particularly interested in sharing stories relating to the health impacts or efficacy of vaccines
and or rights issues relating to lockdowns or vaccine passports.

Alternative news refers to both Australian and international news and opinion websites outside the
mainstream media. These sources tend not to be subject to professional editorial standards or
independent oversight. While they exhibit a range of approaches, many would rate poorly against
criteria used to assess news quality or credibility, such as those developed by the Trust Project or the
Journalism Trust Initiative. This can range from lower attention to accuracy, impartiality and use of
authoritative sources, to the systematic publication of false and misleading content. The same is true
for the sources we've designated as alternative video sharing sites, alternative blogs, alternative
Facebook Pages and alternative news journalists.

Australians for Safe Technology Facebook groups show how misinformation narratives are being
weaponized using authoritative mainstream news and alternative news.
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Examples of authoritative mainstream news and alternative news posted by the Australians for Safe Technology
Facebook groups

Authoritative mainstream news Alternative news

This i wheen § G bs taking us YES. M LETS KEEP GOMNG GUYS 1 B HAHAN Thiousands of dead birds faling from the vioes around Bhe world,
it Nays parkament has besn bombarded with letters Dlamed on hugh winda ABC Catust reportee tuspended afts review
S’y 8 model citizen, but she cant e in . of TV program warsing of We-Fi dangers
China's “social credit system Aurstralian pubbc’s confidence in 56 ‘shaken’ by Feae eapdodies strons Europs a8 Brousands of
1 MsInRTARGN £ s birds fall dead from the vy videos - Sirange
Saunas
50 means you'll have to 1ay goodbye 1o yeur
lacation prvacy
No, 5 radiation doesn't cause or spread the

= m" corenavings. Saying it does it destructive

BEPORT: Proof from global telecoma giant
P Ericsson who says G s dangerous - Smombe
= Date | 50 | EMF

Woolworths customer shocked 10 discover rew
Survedlance 31 seT.seevice Check out

-

Fig 32. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

The following charts show the news and information sources most frequently linked to in the 200
selected Facebook groups and pages in the community sample. Top mainstream sources include Sky
News, ABC, The Australian and The Daily Mail.

Top alternative news sites include Rebel News, PoliticsOnline.net, and personalinterpretation.com,
while top alternative video sites include BitChute and odysee.com

Top 50 Facebook link sources by segment; Includes community sample of 200 conspiracy-driven Facebook group
and page accounts; October 2020 to April 2021

Other
thvérdnative Activism =
14%

Alternative Facebook Page

=0/

2.9%

Alternative Facebook Group
3.4%

Alternative Video

3.5%

Alternative Blog

T

MNews Site
40.2%

Politician
5.4%

Video

15.6%

Alternative News
19.3%

Fig 33. Facebook links extracted by domain or social network page and manually classified into segments. Classification

provided in Appendix C.
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Top 50 Facebook link sources; Includes community sample of 200 conspiracy-driven Facebook group and page
accounts; October 2020 to April 2021

Other

9news.com.au

msn.com

youtube

2gboom =

free-speechiront.nfo

dailymail aus

skynews.com.au

abc.netau

theguardian.com

Tnews.com.au

cal'dmnpouu.cnm theaustralian.com.au

smh.;::nm.au
richardsonpost.com

dallytelegraph.com.au
5

rebelnews (website & Fa...

heraldsun.com.au

reignitedemocracyaustralia

bitchute.com

312
g
E]

2

_personalinterpretation.com

Fig 34. Facebook links extracted by domain or social network page. Full list provided in Appendix C.

Most shared YouTube accounts and videos

To understand the drivers of the narrative on YouTube, an analysis of the top 1,000 YouTube videos
was conducted from the sample of selected conspiracy-driven Facebook accounts. Of the 1,000 videos
346 or 34.6% of videos had been removed by Google, leaving 654 videos with live-links for analysis.

The most shared YouTube channels include Australian mainstream news, Australian alternative news
and journalists, global news, global alternative YouTubers, and Australian political activists. The two
most popular channels include Sky News Australia and alternative news network
WeAreChangeMelbourne, which posts interviews, often with international guests and documentaries.

Most shared YouTube channel posts with live-links on Facebook; Includes community sample of conspiracy-driven
Facebook group and page accounts; Sample of YouTube posts analysed n = 654 posts; Does not include videos
that were removed from YouTube; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021
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NUMBER OF SHARES WITHIN

CHANNEL SELECTED ACCOUNTS + VIEWS ON YOUTUBE POSTS  COMMENTS ON YOUTUBE POSTS LIKES ON YOUTUBE POSTS
i o Sky Mews Australia 60 38,593,664 302,380 1,093,617
7 WedAreChangeMelbourne 57 77328 1,564 6,241
3. Rebel News 13 2,138,499 33810 151,668
4. Fox Mews 13 54,824,932 206,318 1,352,054
5. N 1 95,364 1,550 6,294
6. AwakenWith P 10 15177723 113,288 1,018,304
7 % News Australia 7 585,610 1] 6,089
. | 7 3374170 40,874 168,239
9. Jeffrow Productions 5 4,743 74 m
10. Liabilitymate 5 37,590 404 1,384
11. TFlglobal 5 4,590,071 17277 102,705
2. [ 5 1,080,069 12,899 64,249
13. reallygraceful 4 727 348 10,350 60,908
14. &0 Minutes Australia 4 0372524 (i} 108,394
18, Serenatopia 4 56,643 1,397 3663
16. 4 11,120 382 0
17. - 4 191,100 3,053 6,247
18. Valuetainment 4 7088311 72614 249405
1%. Children's Health Defense 4 588,545 2,530 21,256
0 | 4 632,842 16,031 71733
il BlazeTV 4 4,165,010 27329 168,005
22 Real Rukshan 4 57152 796 3906
23 _ 3 7.071 134 563
24. Hugo Talks 3 287,520 3770 17.847
25 ACL = Australian Christia._ 3 158,966 2,348 8626

Fig 35. The numbers shown represent the totals views and interactions from the videos on YouTube and do not represent the
views and interactions on the posts within the selected Facebook groups and pages.

The most shared YouTube posts include a call for a global lawful rebellion, explainers on the ‘Great
Reset’, Premier Dan Andrews ‘exposed’ videos, alternative news network interviews, and protester
documentaries. Just under half of the posts are from global accounts of feature global influencers.

Top 20 most shared YouTube posts with live-links by interactions on Facebook; Includes community sample of
conspiracy-driven Facebook group and page accounts; Sample of YouTube posts analysed n = 654 posts; Does not
include videos that were removed from YouTube; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021
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CHANNEL IMAGE TITLE SHARES VIEWS
1 **Urgent UK & Global 54 202,039
Lawful Rebellion Against
Treason & Sedition
2 TheRemnantVid THE GREAT RESET: Davos 52 3,153,574
eo & the Plot ta Cancel Trump
3. Dan Andrews draconian 38 65,766
microchip statement
4. WeAreChangeM Weaponized News Mega 36 1,175
elbourne | ‘
S WeareChangeM We Are Change Melbourne, 34 1,157
elbourne Jeff O'Toole: Protest
Speech
6 Rebel News AUSTRALIA'S SHAME: 33 570,158
Melbourne police
bodyslam reporter Avi
‘Yemini covering pandemic
lockdown protest
T Coronavirus & Microchip 32 4309
Patents 1984 - 2020
orld)
8. WeAreChangeM & We Are Change Talk Show: 32 1,190
elbourne Matt Lawson
9 Sky News ‘The Great Reset': World 31 250,020
Australia leaders to harness COVID
and pursue ‘sinister'
climate agenda
10.  Peekay Truth 2 Dan Scamdrews' Lies 30 93,030

Exposed

Fig 36. The numbers shown represent the totals views from the videos on YouTube and do not represent the views and
interactions on the posts within the selected Facebook groups and pages.

The most engaging YouTube posts were shared b
global YouTube channels. Top videos featured interviews with

CHANNEL IMAGE TITLE SHARES ~ VIEWS
11 Economic ) J Australia’s Agenda for the 29 57,220
Renegade Rustralia’s ; 21st Century
Rgenda 21
12, Straya News Daniel Andrews SOLD 28 151,964
Victoria to China
13 Sky News ‘Great Reset’ in Davos at 27 1,679,061
Australia the forefront of a 'great
deception’ in the free world
14, TheVedicObserv WHAT IS ¥OUR 27 49,393
er STRAWMAN? THE
SLAVERY OF OUR TIME BY
BIBI BACCHUS.
15 WeAreChangeM Contact Tracing Scam 26 1,033
elbourne
16. Inthelinterests  [TETIFSFREIENR  Premier Andrews To Stand 26 71,356
of the People PN Trial At The International
T ] Criminal Court?
Criminal Court?
17. WeareChangeM r We Are Change Talk Show: 24 1,162
elbourne Vanessa Valentine
‘.I
18.  WeAreChangeM RUSH HOUR PODCAST 23 1,078
elbourne
19, BlazeTV RIDING THE DRAGON: The 23 2,731,332
Bidens' Chinese Secrets
(Full Documentary)
20. Serene Responds to 23 20231

Serenatopia ml

Cancellation of Licence

most engaging posts linked to

Most engaging YouTube posts by interactions (likes + comments + shares); Includes Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,

YouTube, and Reddit; 1 April 2020 to 19 April 2021
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Bill Gates Says Everyone Has To Get His 9 Aug
Vaccination | COMPULSORY COVID 2020
VACCINATIONS FOR EVERYBODY COMING

SOON. If we can demonise HCQ + Zinc... |

4,160

1 2 Interview with Brian Tyson, MD, from 4 Oct
K California — a Pioneer of Qutpatient 2020
Treatment for COVID-19 | Dr. BRIAN TYSON :
1,700 COVID PATIENTS (H... | % 3,044
3 Watch Dr Naomi Wolf Discuss "Why Vaccine 5 Apr
Passports Equal Slavery Forever" | NAOMI 2021
5 WOLF : "Vaccine Passports Equal Slavery
- Forever” Listen t... | % 2,733
-
g 3 < 4 RinRin - Seek The Truth [Teaser] | Dont miss 14 Feb
= = the premier showing of my latest music video 2021
4 = on 27 Feb. Subscribe to my YouTube channel
< and SEE... | % 2,706
) Q)
W % Y 5. Sir Desmond Swayne denounces compulsory 3 Dec

Vaccinations in the House of Commons | "It 2020
could never happen - we are a conservative
government” h... | % 2,247

Mass Vaccination in a Pandemic - Benefits 14 Mar
versus Risks: Interview with Geert Vanden 2021
Bossche | | listened to this interview with

Professor Ge... | % 2,194

CSL vaccine and blood products 1 Sept
manufacture: Greg Ball Aussie haemophiliac 2020
demands answers. | The COVID-19 interview

that exposed vaccine man... | % 1,633

=
~ o

0
1 Apr 2020 9 Aug 2020 17 Dec 2020
5 Jun 2020 13 Oct 2020 20 Feb 2021

More COVID-19 Lifesaving News with Peter 27 Dec
McCullough, MD, MPH | Another highly 2020
informative interview with Dr. Peter

McCullough, MD, MPH, FACC... | % 1,557

Fig 37. Not all links are accessible due to content removal by the social platforms.

A YouTube video featuring an edited presser of Victorian Premier Dan Andrews discussing health
technologies shows a clear path to misinformation on YouTube. The implication of the video is that the
COVID-19 vaccine will contain a microchip to monitor citizen’s movements, when Dan Andrews was
instead discussing the possibility of using electronic monitoring devices for returned travellers as an
alternative to hotel quarantine.

The video was first shared by global conspiratorial communities in Ireland and the UK into Facebook
groups and shared on Twitter by a Trump supporter. The video was then shared by a host of Australian
Facebook groups, driven in part by one individual who posted the video to 23 Facebook groups. In total,
the video received 57 shares on Facebook, 19 tweets and over 65k views.

Timeline of conspiracy-driven viral YouTube post; October 2020 to November 2020
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Dan Andrews draconian microchip statement - YouTube

complete control over us, dont let ...

| 20 Oct 2020 - Uploaded by zofodraz ~ 0°+/45 Views 20 Oct 2020

Dan Andrews draconian microchip statement ... Our overlords want
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/
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3 President-elect deplorable davek B8 = ® P . Oct 22, 2020 - ° :
@ Meamwhile in Austrakial W

President Lisa Trumg ct 30, 2020
The: virus ks Ehe GIFL that ks giving the PTVW. Dan Andrews draconian
microchin statement & wia .

; ¢ Video posted on October 20 by Australian anti-lockdown supporter.
2. Shared by YouTube channel subscriber to Irish Facebook Group.

3. Shared by Trump supporter with allengiences to Australia, USA and Israel
on to Twitter.

4, Shared by Australian into UK Facebook Group.
5. Shared into Australian Facebook Group. Gontent removed or deleted.
6. One person shares post to 23 conspiraterial Facebook Groups.

Fig 38. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

Same people, different narratives
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Populist conspiracy theories often work by dividing the world into ‘Us’ vs ‘Them’, providing over-
explanations based on the actions of powerful figures and organisations. In seeking to provide simple
explanations of complex events, they tend to disregard the role of chance, and blame these events on

malevolence rather than incompetence or indifference.

COVID-19 conspiracy theories have proved to be particularly challenging because they have brought
together people with very different concerns. On the one hand, they attract the anti-authoritarian who
see issues such as vaccines and 5G as part of an assault by big government on the freedom of
individuals. On the other hand, they appeal to the holistic health community, who are often allied with
those distrustful of Big pharma and seek out alternative health treatments . On social media, believers
of one narrative have a tendency to fall ‘down the rabbit hole’ and start to follow or believe in all of the
popular misinformation narratives. These individuals often use multiple hashtags and themes in the

same post including 5G, anti-vaccine, anti-lockdown and QAnon.
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**GET LOUD AND TAKE ACTION®* | am
NOT the organizer of involved in these.

teard. We DO NOT CONSENT 1o a false

VREEISHSAE, microchips and nancbats
We vote NO CONFIDENCE in this fascist,
tyrannical, treasonous government
destroying our lives, our country and our
ivelihoods! Al aver a false pandemic
based on a false disease and false tests
Stand down, treasonous Australian
Government, and be accountable for your
failure 1o uphold the Australian
Constitution

See less
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freedomkeepers_aus

#Repost @tianarose_ig © ¢+ * Are you
concerned about government corruption?
Have you lost your job? Have you lost your
home? Are you concerned about the
dangers of the 5G rollout? Are you against
mandatory vaccination? Are you
concerned about the spike in suicide and
domestic violence? Are you against being
microchipped? Do you believe the
authorities have been dishonest? Are you
waorried your rights and freedoms are
being stripped? Does the constant
mention of “The 2nd wave” and “The New
Normal™ worry you? The People have had
enough of the les and deceit and The
People are RISING! Join the People's
Revolution on May 30th, 1PM SHARP @
King George Square in Brisbane City, to
make a stand on behalf of our future
generations! « » « #stopbg

“TAKE YOUR VACCINES
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| CONQUER! THIS IS A POST TO RELEASE
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IT OUT! {JUST USE #@&@ TO COVER) GO
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#wakeupaustralia @gld_freedom_keepers
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T 1 #victoria
See less
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Fig 39. Identified using keyword queries. Crowdtangle data.

Examples of how conspiracy-driven individuals and groups are posting about multiple narratives.

This Australian Government no longer
represents the Australian People. This Australian
Government is now a Corporation with
International Corporate Clients. The Agenda of
this Government is funded by and controlled b...
See more

LC OWN SELF ISOLATION
SOCIAL DISTANCING
UNSAFE 5G INSTALLATION

MANDATORY UNTESTED UNSAFE VACCINES
MICRO CHIPS NANOBOTS FASCISM DECEIT
FALSE PANIC DEMIC TRACKING
AUSTRALIAN SHUTDOWN

3.96x D) 69 Qw0 e 20

The diagram below outlines the narrative overlap within selected conspiracy-driven groups and
accounts. 53% of accounts mention more than one narrative. Key overlaps include anti-lockdown and
anti-vaccines (16.5%), and anti-lockdown and QAnon (8.8%).

Share of conversation by selected narratives within selected conspiracy-driven groups and accounts; 1 April 2020

to 20 April 2021

Selected Groups
& Accounts

10.7%

18.1%

Anti-vaccine
& QAnon
5.5%

Anti-lockdown

Anti-vaccine

Anti-5G &
Anti-lockdown
4.8%

Fig 40. Share of conversation created using keyword queries. Includes 100 Facebook groups, 100 Facebook pages, and 91

Instagram accounts.
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The same people, different narratives can be best demonstrated through a user's personal social feed
timeline.

Following is a graphical representation of the two key paths to misinformation using the social media feeds of a
holistic / health influencer and an anti-authoritarian. Both examples show triggers to conspiratorial thinking,
influencers, viral content and the migration to new communities.

The holistic health path to misinformation

Timeline Misinformation
May, September, February, March, May, March, May,
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Fig 41. User identified using keyword queries. Pictures selected from users' public Instagram feed. Names and faces have been
redacted to protect privacy.
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Fig 42. User identified using keyword queries. Pictures selected from users' public Instagram feed. Names and faces have been
redacted to protect privacy.
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APPENDIX A

Keywords list

Anti-vaccine:

) »" antivax, antivaxer, antivaxxer, vaxx, compulsoryvaccination, covid19vaccineexposed,
covidvacccine, dontgettested, healthfreedom, investigatebeforeyouvaccinate, medical freedom,
nojabyourebarred, nomandatoryvaccines, novaccine, novax, rejectthevaccines,
saynotomandatoryvacinnes, stoptherollout, v@cc!, v8ccine, vacc ine, vaccin, vaccineagenda,
vaccineinjury, vaccinesafetyadvocate, vaccinetruthadvocate, vacks, vackseen, vackseen, vacseen,
va((ine, vacx, vakseen, vax push, vaxcine, vaxseen, vaxxed, vaxxtruth

vaccine AND (kills, mental illness, sheeple, bombshell, unfiltered information, uncensored, exposed,
criminal, chromosome, dna database, our own dna, effecting the dna, dengvaxia, nanotech, genome,
infertility, lying, masses, experimental vaccine, bioweapon, toxic psychosis, medicalgenocidetruth, gene
therapy, useless, adenovirus, colluding, poison, masses, thalidomide, catastrophe, medical coup)

5G:

5gdangers, 5gglobalprotestday, S5ghealtheffects, Sgisnotsafe, 5gkills, Sgmindcontrol, Sgmythbuster,
5gmythbustermay, 5gmythbusters, Sgnewearth, 5gproblems, Sgproof, 5gradiation, 5g protest,
5gtowers, anti5g, boycott 5g, boycott ggggg, halt 5g, idonotconsentto5g, no to 5g, no5g, no5gaustralia,
no5gforme, removal of 5g, removal of all 5g, research health effects of 5g, saynoto5g, stop 5g, stop5g,
stop5gaustralia, stop5gcentralcoast, stop5gglobal, stopSginternational, stop5gnorthernrivers,
stop5grollout, unsafe 5g, weaarenotsam, wearenotsam, wesaynoto5g, wesaynoto5ginaustralia,
wesaynotto5g

5g AND (cancer, radiation, unsafe, health risks, kills, mental iliness, deaths, sheeple, Safe Technology,
damage, danger*, birds, stop the rollout)

Anti-lockdown:

plandemic, scamdemic, casedemic, covid is a scam, covid19fraud, covid1984, coronaisnotreal,
coronaphobia, conjob19, censorshipisreal, covidlies, alternativecovidnews, endalllockdowns,
endlockdown*, endthemelbournelockdown, governmentconspiracy, governmentcontrol,
lockdownisaprisonterm, lockdownkills, nomorelockdown, saynotolockdown, stopthelockdown,
vicpolwatch, saynototyranny, freedomkeeper, millionsrise, millionsriseaustralia, millionsrisemelbourne,
banthemask, burnthemask, facemaskmadness, losethemask, maskfree, maskoff, maskoffforchildren,
masksdontwork, masksoff, masktards, nofacemask, mediacorruption, mediamisinformation, millions
march

Lockdown AND (democracy, marching, march against, freemelbourne, free melbourne, freevictoria,
rally, freedom, march against, vicstapol, police brutality, policebrutality, wakeupaustalia)

QAnon:

#q, gqanon*, #qaustralia, aussieq, gqaustralia, qdrops, garmy, thegreatreset, wwg1w*, wgaworldwide,
great reset, greatreset, greatawakening, great awakening, agenda21, pizzagate, pedogate,
depopulation, exposebillgates, starseeds, voterfraud, trumpwon, godsarmy, lifeforcewatch,
wokenwarrio, wgke, weknowthetruth, #weareq, truth seeker, truth teller, truthbetold, truther, truthmedia,
truthmovement, truthseeker, truthseekers, truthspeaker, theilluminati, stopbillgates, stopkillingus,
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starseeds, #querdenken, #qdrops, #psyop, exposethetruth, cultofbaal, deepstateexposed,
childrenshealthdefense, brainwashedsociety, arrestbillgates, alternativenewsmedia, adrenochrome

APPENDIX B

Lists of most popular conspiracy driven accounts, by total interactions

Facebook groups

Facebook groups Performance - May 2020 to April 2021

1
2

10
11

12
13
14

15
16
17
18

19
20

21

22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29

The Defenders Of Conservatism
Where are you walking to on September 5th
Australian Climate Sceptics Group

Against Political Correctness
Australian Gun Rights
EXPOSING THE MODERN DAY LEFT

Digital Warfare [Main Group]

Australians for Safe Technology

Terrain Model Refutes Germ Theory

STOP THE SALE OF VICTORIA (PUBLIC GROUP)
Cairns Community Discussion in a Covid World

United Collective
End the Lockdown in Australia

Understand the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia
Australian Gun Owners.

Collective Action Network

Aussie Conservative Political Shenanigans

The People say NO to 5G!

Media Manipulation

WeAreTheNewMediaall

One Nation Supporters NSW

I V2ccine Discussion Forum

Constitutional Lawful Restoration from Corrupt Governance
Australian Freedom Alliance

Australian Liberty Forum (ALF)

Man Made Global Warming is a HOAX

AUSTRALIA UNITED AS ONE

Australians who Dislike UN

Humanity vs Insanity - The CRANE Report

Total
Interactions

674,174
357,263
351,502

333,128
328,985
318,304

310,097
289,922
276,690
275,307
247,272

227,205
227,037
220,851

219,562
175,463
146,053
139,515

139,419
130,852

127,083

121,064
106,712

101,103
100,305
92,095
89,641
81,472

73,092

Interaction Rate
0.45%
0.66%
0.96%

0.35%
0.95%
0.70%

0.83%
0.12%
0.36%
0.25%
0.54%

0.22%
0.57%
0.40%

0.74%
0.13%
0.83%
1.18%

0.36%
1.26%

2.26%

0.19%
1.06%

0.27%
0.58%
2.99%
1.10%
0.70%

0.03%

Average Posts

Per Day

55
122
38.2

221

15.1
25.7
12.7

46.8
13.4
4.2

26.6
43

24

28.6
4.2

25.9
9.4
6.7

12.6

17.6

39.6

Members

5846
7910
5,638

5,079
8,725
3,828

4,586
48,175
15,721

6,759

8,234

18,602
4,197
12,889

7,779
7,633
3,619
7,701

3,918
6,507

6,544

5,925
6,533

3,767
4,882
1,430
1,822
2,100

15,388
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30 Truckies, Farmers & Veterans of Australia & the World 69,536 1.03% 12.8 1,358

31 Freedom for Humanity | Australia | New Zealand 68,835 1.39% 2.5 5319
32 AUSTRALIA'S FUTURE EXPOSED. 68,146 0.27% 16.1 4,341
33 Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Party 66,146 0.69% 7.8 3,357
34 Fair Go For Australians 63,124 0.47% 9.6 3,642
35 wake up Australia 61,959 0.13% 47.6 2,391
36 Stop5G Legal Resistance - Research Stop5G(dot)net 61,667 0.03% 15.3 34,848
37 Farming in Australia for real farmers and supporters. 56,994 0.99% 6.7 2,761
38 Truth Seekers Secrets 52,635 0.08% 26.7 6,047
39 5G - dangers & health problems discussion 52,555 0.04% 22.8 15,479
40 Australia-wide Community Board No Rules 47,008 0.23% 25.5 2,602
41 RESET Parliament (Australia) 40,397 0.41% 11.6 2,200
42 Aussie Lefties United (ALU) 39,997 0.64% 10 1,559
43 SAVE Australia with People Power 37,647 0.55% 9.3 2,225
44 Bring Vaxxed to Australia/New Zealand 37,211 0.05% 16.4 12,003
45 Aussie Yellow Vests 35,651 0.13% 21.2 3,113
46 Repeal 18c 35,361 0.58% 14.6 1,048
47 We Say "NO" To The New World Order-One World Government. 34,678 0.20% 14.9 3,057
48 Unlawful Council Watch Australia, Together We Stand 34,421 0.42% 10.6 1,908
49 Stop The New world order In Australia 33,518 0.33% 13.3 1,819
50 Commonwealth Information Australia 32,831 0.52% 8.1 2,484
51 Australian Sovereign Rights. 32,586 0.44% 8.4 2,301
52 WAKE UP CALL to Agenda 21 32,458 0.19% 17.8 3,387
53 AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION FOR DUMMIES 29,329 0.66% 5.9 2,085
54 FREEDOM DAY - A GOVERNMENT OPERATION? 28,596 1.02% 3.4 2,253
55 Truth and the Unknown - Australia 27,732 0.23% 11.2 2,839
56 Velvet Revolution:United WE STAND 26,596 0.18% 10.5 3,388
57 The Australian Constitution 26,373 0.76% 6.7 1,814
58 Standing under Sovereignty 25,232 0.91% 49 1,729
59 Australians have lost their country through inaction. 23,203 0.68% 5.3 2,157
60 The Great Reset | World Economic Forum 22,335 0.24% 9.3 2,519
99% United Commonwealth of nations.Achieving Peace
61 Through Sovereignty <3 21,414 0.20% 16.7 1,526
62 AUSTRALIA UNCENSORED 20,519 0.49% 27.6 570
63 Northern Rivers for Safe Technology 19,757 0.51% 3 3,523
64 NWO FACEBOOK RESTRICTED NEWS' 18,893 0.19% 11.5 2,462
65 Real Truth Universe 17,067 0.30% 9.1 1,680
66 Freedom Of Speech / AUSTRALIA 15918 0.48% 9.4 834
67 Australian Yellow Vest Alliance - Victoria 15,326 0.50% 9.5 854
68 Australian Freedom News 15,310 0.15% 8.5 2,879
69 Alternative View Network 15,042 0.43% 10.4 855
70 Understand the UN and NWO and WHO Takeover of Australia 14,390 0.85% 12.9 355
71 Australians Know YOUR RIGHTS 13,991 2.30% 2.1 784
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72
73
74
75

76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

92
93

94
95
9%
97
98
99

100

LOYAL CONSTITUTIONALISTS.
Take Australia Back

Truth Tellers

Free Speech For Aussie Patriots

INDIVISIBLE FAMILY RIGHTS

People Opposing and Exposing Corruption - NSW, Australia

NO WIFI IN SCHOOLS

Sydney For Safe Technology

99% Unite Tasmania

Are You afraid of the Truth

Wrong Vaccines

Australian Christian News

TRUTHERS OF THE WORLD UNITE

Truth Movement Australia

Australian Conservative Coalition
Australians for Safe Technology - Geelong
ANARCHY AUSTRALIA

The Hard Truth (THT)

Anonymous Queensland

NBCAN - Northern Beaches Climate Action Network

STOP 5G Brisbane
The Truth

Coronavirus Forum for Mullumbimby / Byron Shire
Australians for Constitutional Reform and Restoration
ALTERNATIVE TRUTH AUSTRALIA

Australians against mandatory vaccinations

Safe Technology Noosa

Australians for Safe Technology Frankston

Southeast Melbourne For Safe Technology

13,131
12,990
12,395
12,096

10,831
9,647

8,966
8,840
7,798
7,677
7,451
5,958
4,995
4,395
4,293
4,196
4,170
4,101
3,983
3,881

3,756
3,220

3,198
3,078
2,864
2,857
2,828
2,582

2,400

0.61%
0.03%
0.43%
2.27%

0.69%
0.30%

0.39%
0.58%
0.44%
0.27%
0.09%
0.92%
0.07%
0.08%
1.44%
2.61%

0.78%

0.19%
1.88%

0.42%
0.10%

1.03%
0.83%
0.60%
0.79%
1.03%
1.57%

0.52%

9.3

11.4

5.6
3.9

2.6

10
3.7
5.8
22

4.9
1.8
0.7
3.1

1.6
1.2

3.1
3.2

1.3
1.6

1.5

0.7
1.1

27

1,201
10,985
461
536

721
2,187

2,466
2,134
453
1,865
3,421
863
1,457
2,660
404
680
386
393
3,000
426
789
2177
590
612
883
531
975
407

406
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Facebook pages
Total Average Posts
Facebook pages Performance - May 2020 to April 2021 Interactions Interaction Rate Per Day Followers
1 4.59M 2.46% 1.42 386,815
2 Stand Up For Australia- Canberra 2.99M 0.26% 21.5 146,215
S 2.39M 1.48% 3.59 129,313
4 Australian Liberty Alliance 2.26M 1.55% 2.74 203,479
5 The Quiet Australian 1.99M 0.89% 9.76 70,466
y ] 1.96M 2.71% 2.26 93,835
7 1.93M 2.76% 3.11 66,106
8 Stop Foreign Ownership in Australia 1.89M 0.84% 3.15 197,666
o I 1.86M 0.84% 12.73 49,847
10 _ 1.53M 0.44% 26.58 36,823
11 Dash Cam Owners Australia 1.41M 0.34% 1.29 927,771
12 1.36M 1.29% 2.14 145,328
13 Australian Christian Lobby 1.29M 0.65% 2.18 276,799
14 No sharia law - Never ever give up Australia 1.14M 0.29% 9.69 108,516
15 Australians against radical Religions and corrupt politicians 1.09M 1.33% 2.23 102,401
16 Australians vs. The Agenda 958,974 2.41% 3.23 33,742
17 930,751 4.37% 1.03 62,726
18 NO Greens - Real Conservation, Not Green Lies 845,634 2.11% 2.3 48,193
19 Lock The Gate Alliance 837,657 0.63% 2.62 147176
20 836,586 2.35% 0.92 126,109
21 AUSTRALIA-The Land Down-Under 768,684 0.22% 3.98 246,380
22 The Anti Leftist 680,179 2.66% 3.46 24,028
23 Stand Up For Australia- Melbourne 591,943 0.30% 8.35 65,364
24 501,634 1.08% 0.87 147,447
ey ] 493,171 0.78% 10.46 16,710
26 I 443,916 1.57% 0.88 91,906
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27

28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
M
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

The Greens Little Bag of Stupidity

The Australian Tea Party

Fair Suck Of The Sav, Mate.

Take Back Australia

The Viking Christian

Australians Against Destructive Leftism
True Biblical Christians

FamilyVoice Australia

Guardians Of Australia

Respect Australia Rally - Gold Coast

Australian Conservative Libertarian Group

Informed Medical Options Party - IMOP
Rite-ON

Stop The Mosque

Reclaim Australia Rally - Western Australia

Royal Australian Infidel
)

The Rationalist

We are Australian

Agenda 21 Australia/COP 2030/Politics
Love Australia or Leave Political Party
Exposing islam
|
Culture War Resource

Respect Australia Rally - Sydney
Freedom Of Speech Productions USA
Shooters Fishers and Farmers Party
[

She ain't right

Firearm Owners United

Boycott Halal Certification in Australia
|

Drain the Swamp Australia

Snap Out Of It Australia

The Voice of Australia

Rise Up Australia

396,495

383,313
382,095

341,846
330,465
305,521
297,214
265,199
263,545
253,189
242,322
232,465
224,465
221,409
212,755
209,497
203,358
194,384
184,776
165,705
150,840
135,841
127,247
121,988
118,930
114,143
106,001
102,438
99,993
96,778
94,634
93,029
91,478
89,624
86,753
81,835
81,590
81,287
72,474
65,478
62,985

60,545

2.30%

2.16%
1.95%

0.12%
0.11%
3.00%
1.69%
1.72%
1.35%
0.28%
1.05%
0.51%
0.20%
0.80%
1.94%
1.06%
0.50%
3.45%
0.45%
0.38%
0.58%
0.89%
0.94%
1.03%
3.46%
0.11%
1.85%
1.04%
2.09%
1.84%
0.37%
0.55%
0.29%
0.12%
0.34%
0.21%
1.41%
1.13%
0.35%
1.16%
0.30%

0.71%

1.1

1.57
5.32

6.02
9.89
0.39
1.67
5.29
1.91
1.27
2.27
0.95
4.76
3.71
1.81
3.01
5.87
1.07
9.08
3.31
2.68

0.3
0.15
2.33
2.62
9.47
0.63
0.32
3.03
2.02
222
1.94
0.87
2.88
1.33
1.74
0.19
0.46
6.54
2.06

1.35

43,393

31,545
12,854

124,569
80,193
75,242
33,652

8,823
29,615

191,689
28,411

129,970
63,762
20,700
19,831
21,347
18,881
22,078
12,386
35,165
26,242

140,710

255,689
15,146

3,597
30,797
24,946
82,862

5,864

8,454
31,554
23,493
98,239
67,030
52,116
62,545
83,975
43,609

8,813

7,390
42,186

22,717
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69
70
71
72
73
74

75
76

77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
9%
97
98
99

100

Aussie Bogans
Australia in the Great War
Infidel Brotherhood Speak Without Fear

Australian National Review

Keep the United Nations out of Sovereign Nations

Save Australia - Vote Conservative

Aussie FO Memes

ST. George - Australian anti jslamifi¢ation
Red Hot Charity Fraud

All Things Bogan

The Unshackled

CIRnow-australia

|

[

Tribulation Earth

Boycott Halal in Australia

Election WON - Governing NOW

Hey Feminist "What Are You Gonna Do About It"
What Will We Leave Our Children?
WeAreNotSAM

Rite-ON Take 2

United Australia Party

Lovers of Australia. Haters of Islam.
Freedom Don't Come Free & Devildoc |
Vaccine Injury Awareness Month Australia
Convoy Liberation
]

Stop 5G Global

The Deplorables - Australia

Organicfamily Community & Co-op

DH Natural Medicine Clinic

Instagram accounts

Instagram Leaderboard Performance - May 2020 to April 2021

1
2
3
4
5

6

thenewearth

unitylinkofficial

58,986
56,569
55,707
47,383
44,740
44,496

43,496
42,045

39,031
37,138
|
31,589
26,476
24,986
21,601
20,352
16,498
16,493
11,886
10,866
9,367
8,678
6,874
6,839
5931
3,986
3,311
2,768
1,361
1,298
885

247

Total
Interactions

1.39M
1.17M
1.07M
385,820
324,578

279,375

0.51%
0.21%
0.60%
1.33%
0.32%
1.53%

0.98%
1.60%

9.35%
0.22%
2.71%
0.48%
0.57%
2.56%
0.90%
0.50%
0.50%
1.44%
1.69%
0.59%
3.06%
1.38%
0.19%
0.72%
0.52%
0.75%
4.03%
1.16%
0.35%
1.05%
0.03%

121

Interaction Rate
3.45%
1.96%
1.32%
2.19%
1.17%

0.84%

0.35
0.64
8.24

3.8
3.52
1.85

0.38
3.49

1.04
0.36
1.02
0.74
2.31
2.23
0.34
2.35
0.09
0.37

0.8
1.31
0.25
2.33
0.18

1.2
0.32
0.44
0.21
0.53
0.37
0.13
1.28

1.25

Average Posts
Per Day

1.98

6.4
10.8
7.03
0.69

14.08

91,413
112,162
3,116
5,057
10,298
4,436

32,014
2,079

1,864
135,006
3,330
23,681
5756
1,173
19,498
4726
102,944
8,434
2,325
3,749
4178
798
54312
2,099
9,636
3,455
1,068
1,257
3,099
3,132
3,806

1,128

Followers
67,820
26,063
21,061
6,997
114,762

6,559
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o I

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
Y
42
43
44
45
46
47

48

reignitedemocracyaustralia

australiansvstheagenda

friendsoftruth

avn.org.au

londonreal_army

xrebellionaus
healthfreedomcoalition
hey.everyone2020
citizencrone
thought_crimes_aus
[
organic_collective
deepstate_shills
collectionoffirst
nsw_freedom_keepers
nate_max_tv

youssra_yat

wearenotsam
the_roadwarrior001

thepantonstore

covidmemes_

melbournetinfoilhats

aussie_anon3

makinginformedchoices?2

freedomkeepers_aus

covidscam
new_not_normal_2021

kirriwoodfitnessandtruth

wearechange_melbourne

no5gaustralia

254,575
253,003
232,685

208,452
196,340

177,181
124,540
123,110
111,368
104,639
104,094
102,514
88,723
79,695
72,420
65,154
61,338
59,306
53,968
53,095
49,997
46,158
41,903
39,994
36,022
34,678
34,110
33,283
32,806
32,376
31,971
28,021
26,325
25,535
24918
24,001
21,866
21,767
21,456
18,194
17,720

16,356

3.71%
0.94%
3.35%

2.35%
4.42%

4.18%
1.66%
3.66%
4.49%
1.88%
0.29%
104,042
1.33%
4.64%
4.68%
1.20%
3.91%
1.04%
6.23%
0.93%
3.31%
0.32%
0.51%
3.77%
2.08%
0.65%
7.11%
3.25%
1.73%
35,954
0.29%
4.09%
89,704
13,016
3.97%
3.63%
101,203
3.15%
2.85%
0.69%
22,029

2.48%

1.5
3.33
4.85

1.72
1.74

1.23

3.1
2.19
0.42
0.64

1.2
4.36
9.64
0.82
1.26
6.33
1.62
9.81
0.52
0.98
1.34
4.01
1.42

0.3
1.85

0.47

0.99

3.62
1.66
1.25

0.39

0.47
0.26

0.53

1.5
0.74
1.46

0.31

12,820
22,552
3,995

14,466
11,863

9,649
6,747
4,295
16,542
24,530

79,304

1,877
5,858
3,422
2,329
2,709
1,538
8911
17,738
3,142
10,617
16,125
15,039
2,597
13,895
2,826
3,108

927

18,842

1,517

3,727

10,701

3,653

1,405

9,639

6,466
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49 officialplandemic 16,088 4.26% 0.08 13,953

50 millionsriseaustralia 14,969 2.80% 0.52 2,897
51 _naturally_green 14,956 2.61% 1.13 1,417
52 truth_beauty_freedom_love_ 14,851 47,295 1.87
53 healthaustraliaparty 13,726 3.50% 0.28 3,943
54 forgivingtruth 13,586 4.82% 0.74 1,059
55 standupxworld 12,509 1.70% 3.01 649
56 vic_freedom_keepers 9,929 6.37% 0.19 3,888
57 9,421 8.17% 0.12 2,680
ss I 8,633 4.40% 1 546
59 theplandemic 8,616 1.95% 1.73 666
60 [N 6,658 2.01% 1.01 895
61 infectedbloodau 6,473 3.75% 0.4 1,200
62 scamdemic 5,942 4.56% 0.36 1,008
63 NG 5172 8,090 0.26
64 the_peoples_press 5,075 37,968 0.48
65 [IIIEGEG 4,900 1.78% 0.85 899
66 awakenedsoulsees 4,869 0.04% 1.44 21,438
67 earthtruthseeker 4,107 1.46% 3.33 205
68 covid1984___ 3,980 6,364 0.7
69 redpill.aus 3,937 3.50% 1.07 286
70 im_not_a_lab_rat 3,845 1,685 0.31
71 plan_demic 3,619 2,218 1.25
72 riseandshine_17 3,600 1.82% 2.24 220
73 society_revolution_ 3,444 191 0.48
74 australia_v2.0 3,349 0.59% 0.96 1,521
75 _truthhunter_aus 3,277 9,048 0.38
76 stop5gaustralia 1,722 3.05% 0.15 985
77 official_wakeupaustralia 1,717 5,494 0.43
78 dragonfly_effect02 1,555 2,017 0.43
79 the_resistance_australia 1,516 0.14
80 australian_civilian_soldier 1,484 0.19
81 coastiesforsafetech 1,481 1.82% 0.26 832
82 covid1984____ 1,095 3.03% 0.1 1,056
83 make_it_make_sense 1,079 0.04% 2.27 2,393
84 theresistanceaustralia 1,037 2,901 0.16
85 organic_collective_v2 1,010 0.28
86 ttwsyf2020 968 1,437 0.11
87 pissyleaks 844 2,262 1.01
88 thebulletpointblank 749 30 0.1
89 papabears_garden 402 1,102 0.16
90 australiangovernmentisfake 363 0.02
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APPENDIX C

Facebook page links and assigned categories

Data was collected over a 6 month period, October 2020 to April 2021, due to

Where the country of origin was unknown, Similarweb analytics was used to identify the country of
ownership. For the sites that did not register on Similarweb, websites were classified after manually
scanning the site content.

Source

youtube

skynews.com.au

abc.net.au

theaustralian.com.au

rebelnews (website & Facebook)
politicsonline.net

dailymail.co.uk

bitchute.com
personalinterpretation.com

news.com.au

reignitedemocracyaustralia

heraldsun.com.au

dailytelegraph.com.au

smh.com.au
caldronpool.com
rumble.com
7news.com.au

theguardian.com

advanceaustralia.org.au

sbs.com.au

thepolitics.online

spectator.com.au

Country
USA
Australia
Australia
Australia
Global (YouTube)
USA
USA
USA
USA
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
USA
Israel
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Israel
Australia
USA
Australia

Australia

246 5.21%

Segment

Video

Mainstream News Site
Mainstream News Site
Mainstream News Site
Alternative News
Alternative News
Mainstream News Site
Alternative Video
Alternative News
Mainstream News Site
[

Alternative FB Group
Alternative Blog
Mainstream News Site
Mainstream News Site
Alternative Blog
Mainstream News Site
Alternative News
Alternative News
Mainstream News Site
Mainstream News Site
Alternative FB Group
Alternative Activism
Mainstream News Site
Alternative FB Page
[

Alternative News
Alternative News

Alternative FB Page

0.01

1171
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couriermail.com.au Australia Mainstream News Site

dailymail aus Australia Mainstream News Site
I Australa [ ]
_ Israel Alternative News Journalist
free-speechfront.info USA Alternative News
2gb.com Australia Radio

msn.com Australia Mainstream News Site
I Ausirali -
9news.com.au Australia Mainstream News Site
cairnsnews.org Australia Mainstream News Site
*speech-point.com USA Alternative News
*freespeechfront.net Israel Alternative News
*theage.com.au Australia Mainstream News Site
*odysee.com Canada Alternative Video
*break.ma (b news social network) USA Social Network
*twitter.com Australia Social Network
*breitbart.com Australia Alternative News
*jihadwatch.org UK Alternative News
*nexusnewsfeed.com France Alternative News
*aph.gov.au Australia Government
*acl.org.au Australia Other

*In the chart ‘Top 50 Facebook link sources’ these accounts are combined as ‘Other’
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