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Spectrum Management ‘Headline Numbers’

Economic value of spectrum in Australia: $177 billion over a 15 year period1

> Mobile Broadband: ‘productivity impact of mobile will be equivalent to $2500 for every Australian by 

2023. This amounts to a total of $65 billion of additional GDP by 2023, or a 3.1% increase in 

GDP.’2

> WiFi: $34.7 billion in economic value today, $41.7 billion by 2025 (USD)3

> Land mobile: $1.99-3.72 billion4 per annum

Number of licensees: Apparatus – 26,000+ ; Spectrum – 24 (approx.)

Radiocommunications licences – 2019/20205 : 13 208 issued, 153 933 renewed

Apparatus licence taxes - 2019/20205 : $149.6 million

Spectrum licence spectrum access charges: 

> expiring spectrum licence - $3.2 billion (approx)

> spectrum auction since digital dividend - $7.5 billion (approx)

1 The economic value of spectrum’ – Research report prepared for the Department of Communications by the Centre for International Economics, January 2015.

2 Deloite Economic, AMT/CA Submission to Inquiry into 5G 2019

3Global Economic Value of WiFi (2021-2025)

4 Valuing mission critical radio services” A study of the economic value of land mobile radio spectrum in Australia, Windsor Place Consulting for ARCIA

5 ACMA Annual Report 2019-2020.



Who we work with

External stakeholders: broadcasters, telecommunications providers, satellite companies, 

amateur radio operators

Government stakeholders: Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Communications, Department of Defence, Department of Home Affairs, ACCC, Australian 

Space Agency, ARPANSA

International stakeholders: International Telecommunications Union (ITU), Asia-Pacific 

Telecommunity (APT), other regulatory agencies



What we are working on 

- Five Year Spectrum Outlook  - our work program

- Preparations for allocation of the 3.4-4.0 GHz bands – for a wide range of uses, including 

5G

- Spectrum for WiFi – 6 GHz band

- Broadcast planning issues – technology upgrade paths

- TV spectrum aspects of the Government’s media reform green paper 

- radio, converting AM to FM and digital radio

- Equipment rules

- 5G and EME compliance priority – measuring emissions to provide assurance to the 

community about compliance and health and safety
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