



	
Business operating procedure

Frequency assignment and licensing arrangements for automatic identification systems in the VHF maritime mobile band

	

	april 2012










		Canberra
Purple Building  
Benjamin Offices
Chan Street 
Belconnen ACT

PO Box 78
Belconnen ACT 2616


T  +61 2 6219 5555
F  +61 2 6219 5353
	Melbourne
Level 44  
Melbourne Central Tower
360 Elizabeth Street  Melbourne VIC

PO Box 13112
Law Courts  
Melbourne VIC 8010

T  +61 3 9963 6800
F  +61 3 9963 6899
	Sydney
Level 5  
The Bay Centre
65 Pirrama Road  
Pyrmont NSW

PO Box Q500
Queen Victoria Building  
NSW 1230

T  +61 2 9334 7700  
    1800 226 667
F  +61 2 9334 7799
	
	


























	




Amendment History
	Version
	Date of Effect
	Comments

	1.0
	12 April 2012
	Initial release




	© Commonwealth of Australia 2012
This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced
by any process without prior written permission from the Commonwealth. Requests and inquiries concerning reproduction
and rights should be addressed to the Manager, Editorial Services, Australian Communications and Media Authority,
PO Box 13112 Law Courts, Melbourne Vic 8010.

Published by the Australian Communications and Media Authority








	
	
	

	   acma   |   iii
	



Accredited persons must read the Disclaimer in conjunction with the procedures set out below.

Purpose
This business operating procedure (BOP) outlines arrangements for the frequency assignment and licensing of automatic identification systems (AIS) in the VHF maritime mobile band.

Background
AIS is a very high frequency (VHF) radio communication system that enables suitably equipped vessels, shore-based stations and distress equipment to exchange information such as ship position, course and speed, safety-related messaging and other information. Aircraft can also use AIS when engaged in search and rescue operations or other safety-related communications. AIS can assist with safety of navigation, efficient management of shipping and ports, and maritime domain awareness by shore authorities.

Additionally, AIS can be used as aids to navigation (AtoN) by providing location and other information about objects, such as navigation buoys, beacons and other structures.

Two dedicated frequencies are used internationally for AIS in the VHF maritime mobile band: 
161.975 MHz (also known as AIS 1)
162.025 MHz (also known as AIS 2).
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) is the federal government’s maritime regulator responsible for managing AIS deployments around the Australian coast. AMSA also has certain statutory responsibilities for search and rescue throughout the Australian Search and Rescue Region, and the delivery of safety and other services in the Australian region.

The operation of non-ship-borne AIS stations in Australia is required to be covered by a Maritime Coast (Limited Coast Assigned System) licence. Authorisation for the operation of Australian ship-borne AIS stations is covered by the Radiocommunications (Maritime Ship Station – 27 MHz and VHF) Class Licence 2001 and Radiocommunications Licence Conditions (Maritime Ship Licence) Determination 2002.

In the case of aircraft stations, individual licensing is also not required, as provisions in the Radiocommunications (Aircraft and Aeronautical Mobile Stations) Class Licence 2006 allow for operation on AIS frequencies.

Under the framework agreed between the ACMA and AMSA, licences authorising the operation of shore-based AIS stations and AIS AtoNs (fixed or floating), will only be issued to AMSA. Potential operators of these stations will need to apply to AMSA for authorisation to provide the service under a third-party arrangement.

More information about AIS is available on the AMSA website.



Frequency assignment and licensing
The ACMA has allocated the frequencies 161.975 MHz and 162.025 MHz for AIS use within Australia, consistent with Article 5 and Appendix 18 of the ITU Radio Regulations.

AIS and AIS AtoN stations are to be treated as single frequency VHF land mobile services for the purposes of frequency coordination. The applicable coordination criteria are contained in RALI LM8 - Frequency Assignment Requirements for the Land Mobile Service. Both frequency-distance and intermodulation checks are to be performed.

AIS AtoNs that are located within the nominal service area (40 kilometres) of an AIS shore-based station may be authorised as supplementary stations under the AIS shore station licence. AtoNs that are not located within the nominal service area of an AIS shore station must be authorised under a separate Maritime Coast (Limited Coast Assigned System) licence. A group of AIS AtoNs requires only one limited assigned system station licence, provided each is within the notional service area of the licensed AIS AtoN. In this case, the remaining AtoNs may be licensed as supplementary stations under the aforementioned licence.

Application process
As licences authorising the operation of AIS or AIS AtoN stations will be issued to AMSA, potential operators of these stations will need to apply, in the first instance, to AMSA for approval to operate the service under a third-party arrangement. AMSA’s policy for authorising third parties and the appropriate procedure to be followed in seeking third party authorisation is explained on its website.

The ACMA will only accept licence applications from AMSA or an accredited person on behalf of AMSA (see below). Applications sent to the ACMA by third parties will be returned and applicants advised to submit the necessary forms directly to AMSA for endorsement.

Endorsed applications will be forwarded by AMSA, on behalf of the applicant, to the ACMA for technical assessment. Alternatively, the technical assessment may be undertaken by an accredited person. In the latter case, a copy of AMSA’s written endorsement (via email, letter or fax) must be included with the Frequency Assignment Certificate (FAC) lodged with the ACMA in support of the licence application. If this is not included, the ACMA will not process the FAC.

Subject to successful coordination, the ACMA will issue AMSA with a Maritime Coast (Limited Coast Assigned System) licence authorising the operation of the station. In turn, the AMSA will issue a third-party authorisation to the applicant.

Further information
Please contact the Radiocommunications Licensing and Telecommunications Deployment Section.
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